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This play is third in the series of the Zoom Plays for Lockdown  
MUSIC  Jazzy-frenchy www.bensound.com 
 
 
 
CAST  
 
John    Director, The Watson Amateur Theatre Society (TWATS) 
 
Pascale  French, working in Les Escargots, the family snail business while the 

staff are furloughed 
 
Tristram   Owner of Kiss-Cakes, a new lockdown business   
 
Tamsin  Part time call centre worker, stressed in lockdown 
   
Giles    Gruff, trigger-happy military man, husband of Cheryl   
 
Cheryl   Larger than life, highly critical wife of Giles, Chair of the Committee  
 
Fatima   Loved-up and increasingly blasé about lockdown 
 
Serena  Ex-Chair of the Committee, finding non-compliance puzzling     
 
Alix the LX  Manager of Watson Village Hall, LX and a trusty Yorkshire lass 
 
Vi   Alix's dotty aunt and landlady 
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NOTES FOR STAGING / FILMING 
 
The company join a Zoom call in gallery view, providing a 10-way landscape of images. 
If there is a sound engineer or director and if they do not want to be seen they could turn 
off their camera and label the box “Prompt” or “Technician” or similar.   
 
The New Normal stars the 8 original characters, as well as 2 new characters, Alix, the 
theatre's new electrician/manager and Vi, his/her Aunt. 
 
Actors should change the name appearing in their legend box from your actual name to 
that of your amdram character as below.  Simply hover over the name then then click to 
change it.  The character name will then be seen across the frame when you are not “live” 
on screen and in the bottom left corner when you are. Turn your camera on so you 
become “live” as per the cues in the script. 
 

John  Director (TWATS) 
Pascale  Les Escargots  
Tristram  Tris@pink-kitchen.com 
Tamsin Tams 
Giles  Major Giles 
Fatima  Fatima  
Cheryl  Cheryl, Chair 
Serena   Serena  
Alix  Manager 
Vi  Alix's Aunt 

 
In order to represent the cast's venture back into 
Watson Village Hall during Scenes 3 and 4, John, 
Alix, Fatima, Tristram and Tamsin are asked to 
import a copyright free background that shows a 
theatre curtain / stage - the same background for all 
these players.  Vi will need to import a copyright free 
Stage Door background for her scenes. 
 
Choose a background and save it to your Desktop.  
On Zoom go to your camera icon and click the up 
arrow to its right. Select Choose Virtual Background.  
You will now see a number of backgrounds with a + 
sign top right.  Use Add Image to select your saved 
background.  Once imported you should be able to 
see yourself in the camera with your background 
behind you.  Adjust your lighting until both images 
are clear.  
 
Zoom isn't always great at backgrounds.  It is 
important for actors not to wear the colours in their 
background as this may cause breakthrough on 
screen.  Lighting can also help differentiate the actor 

     from the background.  It’s worth experimenting! 
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SCENE 1 
TESTING THE WATER 
 
End of Summer.  Lockdown easing continues.  Theatres are finding new ways to 
reach their audiences.   All on except Cheryl.  Fatima still has a bandage on her 
knee.  Pascale is in a kitchen pottering around and walking up to the screen 
between pots!  Fats begins. 
 
Fatima       (Happy and bright) Its been ages. How is everyone? 
 
Tamsin (polishing screen with mask on and sighing) I am very pleased to be here.  
  I’ve so been looking forward to this. 
 
John  Well, helllooooooo there. (in a poor Scottish accent) 
 
All  (Welcome noises from the cast) 
 
Giles     What are your manoeuvres these days, John? 
 
Cheryl arrives (Camera ON) 
 
Cheryl  Hello, hello can you hear me?  Oh what a line up.  So nice to see you all.  
  There’s Pascale.  Are you joining us, dear ? (cast peer and wave at Pascal 
  but cant catch her attention) What are you all up to? 
 
Giles    Yes dear, thank you ... I was just asking John what he was up to and ... 
 
John    (interrupting) I'm back from Skye for good. (Cast make approving noises)  
  The fishing was (in Scottish accent) greet, och aye.  But the weather (tut) ... 
  anyway, lockdown's easing and I'm back. 
 
Tamsin (perking up a little) Tell them about "Kiss-Cakes," Tris.   
 
Tristram       Kiss-Cakes (holds up logoed cake box) You order by Whatsapp and I drop 
  them on your doorstep. 
 
Giles  What's what ????? 
 
Cheryl     WhatsApp dear - do roll with the times, Giles (rolling eyes). 
 
Tristram The first time I went out the door to deliver some Kisses, I felt like crying, I 
  can tell you. I hadn’t been out in 3 months.  It was like being born again.  
 
Tamsin Lucky you, Tris, I haven't been out at all yet. (Tamsin turns in on herself and 
  fiddles about polishing her screen, adjusting her mask etc.  She is a bit low.) 
  
Serena Do you have Nipples of Venus, Tristram? 
 
Tristram       (looks down his t-shirt to check) Some say so, Serena.   
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Tamsin (giggles) 
 
Tristram I experiment with Tams. 
 
Serena Socially distanced I hope. 
 
Tristram   Of course.  I put them on her doorstep and she gives me feedback. 
 
Tamsin I see him coming from the window, it’s such a relief. 
 
Cheryl    You were nervous with norovirus, flustered by the flu jab, and now you're  
  all pandemic panicked … little love.  
 
Serena Well, I for one understand, Tamsin.  I am shielding and I cannot tell you how 
  many just don’t want to wear a mask. Everyday I find myself reminding  
  people to cover up ... and they don’t like it, you know. 
 
Fatima (Peers at Pascal’s screen) What is Pascale doing? (Pause)  
 
Pascale  'ave I missed something? 
 
Giles  Ahh Pascale, don’t worry, we've barely started!  Just catching up with 
  everyone. 
 
Pascale  Oh, sank you but I 'ave to tell you I am in France 'elping my parents with Les 
  Escargots, Zis eez the family snail business.  I am 'ere until the staff come 
  back from furlough so its "A bientôt" to ze Cloob for now.  I am so soree. 
 
Director (Off) Pascale!!!! 
 
Pascale Oui Maman, j'arrive!   
 
Pascale leaves (Camera OFF) 
 
Giles  (To Cheryl)  Looks like you've lost your Vice dear.  Bloody virus! (pause while  
  everyone looks downcast, head shaking, hankies , rolling eyes because of  
  Giles insensitivity etc) 
 
Fatima (breaks the moment) Look, I've got my knee in an hour so could we do our 
  business please?    
 
Serena Is your knee still bad, Fatima? 
 
Fatima    It is (smiling to herself) but I’ve found this fabulous physio guy who is  
  helping me out.  He … 
 
Serena  It’s taking a long time to heal, Fatima.  Has he given you a diagnosis? 
 



 

 Page 5 of 22 

Fatima    (Disdainfully) No!  He’s very clean…  Oh I see, he keeps saying I need more 
  treatment.  He’s really nice. (Dreamily). Good hands … very good hands ... 
Tristram Oooh I love good hands.  Is he local? 
 
Fatima Very local - I found him online. 
 
Serena Is he a qualified MCSP, Fatima? 
 
Fatima   I don’t know, but he is (pause to think) VHO though (giggling) 
 
Tamsin What's that? 
 
Fatima Very Hands On!  (laughs) He’s called Spike. 
 
Giles  What kind of a name is that?  When I was in the army a spike was   
  something you put the other side's heads on! 
 
Cheryl  Stop it, Giles. That just not true.  You were in the British Army not the Viet 
  Kong, you wazzock.   
 
Giles  Steady on, Toady! 
 
Cheryl  Well (putting on her badge of office) to business? 
 
Tristram We haven’t heard what Tams has been up to yet, Chair. 
 
Cheryl   Oh Yes Tamsin dear.  What have you been doing since The Review?   
 
Tamsin (perks up a bit) I’ve managed to get some extra hours in a call centre. 
 
Giles  Cold callers, hmmm! Hate them! 
 
Tamsin I call the over 75’s to tell them about the new TV licensing rules.   
 
Cheryl     Huh - I don’t agree with that decision at all - charging us for our TV licenses! 
    I only watch the BBC. 
 
Giles  After all I've given, I deserve something back from the country.  I shouldn’t 
  have to pay to watch “The Guns of Navarone” or “The Great Escape”. 
 
Cheryl  I'd like a great escape. 
 
Giles  Trigger and I've been trying to get away for years. (Trigger barks) 
 
Tamsin (a little hurt) I like my job, chatting with the old dears.  Some of us ... (quickly  
  corrects herself) THEM, are really very lonely.  I am (quotes) "a crucial part 
  of the nerve centre of government dispatches.”  
 
Giles  Ahhh, like those essential briefings from the Health Police, Twitty Witty and 
  Hand Cock.  
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Cheryl  Right, now, as our dear director has returned from Skye, full of ideas I'm  
  handing over to him so that he can share something jolly exciting that he 
   and I have been cooking up together. 
 
Giles  Squirrel pie, haw haw? 
 
John  Thank you Cheryl, so pleased to be back in the saddle. 
  Well, I have been inside the refurbished Village Hall and it is marvellous. 
 
All  (Nod and murmur good, great etc) 
 
John  So, the next move is to re-open and I suggest we run a play on the stage.  
  We will be the first Am Dram in the country to do so.  
 
Serena What about social distancing? 
 
Giles  Well, it won’t be our problem because I'm taking the old girl away, aren’t I 
  dear?  
 
Cheryl  Giles feels the Balearics would do us both good.   
 
Tristram Are you having gastric bands fitted?  
 
Giles  No!  
 
Tristram Those who fast together, last together.   
 
Fatima Spike and I are trying Paleo. 
 
Cheryl  No, it’s a luxury cruise to Spain, Tristram.   
 
Giles  And a bridge tournament to boot. 
 
Serena    Oh - I have friends with a villa by the sea in Spain, sadly I can’t go there. 
 
Fatima Shame.  How come?  Shielding? 
 
Serena Yes (looks positive) … No (looks down hearted) ... Um they haven’t actually 
  invited me … yet ... they will though …  
 
Fatima      Spike and I love going to the beach and Lemur and I are looking forward to 
  house-sitting Trigger.  It’s great to get away. 
 
Tristram Fats!  The beaches are packed! 
 
Serena Should you go to the beach at all, Fatima?  I think we have to stay in our  
  bubbles, don't we? Is Spike in yours? 
 
Tamsin Talking of rules, are we actually allowed to do a play, John? 
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John  Well, the pot Patience provided has funded Alix, a new manager to run the 
   Hall. She's very experienced in all things technical and she's suggested a  
  way we might be able to get back on stage. 
 
Cheryl  John, let’s hear it from the horse's mouth. 
 
Alix arrives (Camera ON) (her background is the theatre curtain) 
 
Alix   Hi John, Cheryl, hi all.  I’m Alix, the new sparks, I've just been checking the 
   cables. 
 
All  (greet her silently) 
 
Alix  Sadly my job at the Ilkley Playhouse has been killed off by the virus but my 
  Aunt Vi saw the ad on Next Door and here I am. 
 
Cheryl   I was on the interview board and Alix was by far the best candidate.  It was  
  a no brainer! Tell us your thoughts, Alix. 
 
Alix  Well, we know we've no idea when it will be safe for audiences to return ... 
 
Fatima Yes, obvs!   
 
Alix   .. but you could be broadcasting live by YouTube or Zoom.  I've got lots of  
  my own kit you could use. 
 
Fatima Do you mean like the National are doing every week?   
 
Tamsin But would it be safe? 
  
Serena Is it even allowed? 
  
Alix  Only a few cast and crew would be in the Hall so I can't see the Council  
  objecting to that.  I'll 'ave a word!  (taps nose) 
 
John  There will be no tickets to sell, it'll just be a try out to see if our members  
  have an appetite for shows right now. 
 
Tamsin So what show would we do, John?  I think it has to be something jolly,  
  nothing about death or illness, please. 
 
Cheryl  Agreed! 
 
Serena Seconded. 
 
Tristram Samuel Beckett's "Play" has 3 people in separate urns.  That would be safe! 
  (laughs) 
 



 

 Page 8 of 22 

Giles  Or Alan Bennett's "Talking Head" monologues. (haha) Safety in low  
  numbers, eh? 
 
John  (laughing) Well I wasn’t thinking Shakespeare, that's for sure!   We can  
  hardly bring Birnam Wood to Dunsinane, can we?  
 
Tamsin Sshhhh, don't mention the Scottish play, John.   There's enough bad luck  
  flying around. 
 
Serena Ionesco's The Chairs? - that's only got 2 in it.   
 
Giles  That's absurd. 
 
Fatima Exactly, Giles.   
 
Alix  I've got loads of hazard warning tape, if we need to cordon anything off. 
 
Alix's Aunt, Vi, arrives (Camera ON) 
 
Vi Sorry dear, don’t mean to interrupt you but I'm just back from the allotment 

and I'm starting our tea, so did you want ham or cheese salad tonight? 
 
Alix  Not now, I'm working. 
 
Vi Sorry.  Oh … (sees Cheryl and points to the camera) … Mrs Montague-

Smythe.  Did you get the Major to book that holiday you wanted? 
 
Alix  Ham's fine, I need to get on! 
 
Vi Thanks.  Sorry everybody.  Bye bye. Bye. Bye all.  Bye. Bye. Bye. Bye. 

Cheese it is, then?   
 
Alix's Aunt, Vi, leaves (Camera OFF) 
 
Alix  Noooo, Ham! 
 
John  So, who's in? 
 
All  (Individually show their interest/or not - thumbs up, thumbs down etc) 
 
FADE TO BLACK 
 
MUSIC 
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SCENE 2 
SPARKS FLY 
 
A couple of weeks later.  Tamsin and Lemur/Fatima come on first.  Fats is covered 
in plasters and blood spots. 
 
Tamsin (Looks at Fatimas empty screen) Hello Fatima. (Lemur appears with  
  bloody plaster/bandage. Lemur speaks in a small voice.)  
 
Lemur (Fatima) Hello Tamsin.   
 
Tamsin    Awwww Lemur, what has happened to you? 
 
Lemur (Fatima)  You’d better ask Fatima…….Fatima??? 
 
Fatima   (Fatima appears very glum with many little plasters with blood apparent on 
  neck and shoulder.  She says nothing. Lemur is looking back and forth  
  between her and Tamsin) 
 
Lemur (Fatima)  Say something Fatima - please…… 
 
Tasmin      Come on Fatima - tell me…. 
 
Fatima      Giles came back ... with Cheryl. 
 
Tamsin      Did they? (Pause) 
 
Fatima     He shot me. 
 
Tamsin     Giles shot you?!  I thought they were in Spain? 
 
Fatima       Me too.   
 
Tamsin      So what happened? 
 
Fatima       I’d finished walking Trigger and was in the woods at the back of their house 
  with Lemur.  There was a loud “pop” and suddenly I felt all stingy ... it really, 
  really hurt, Tams. 
 
Tamsin     Is Trigger OK? 
 
Fatima     HE is! Gun Pellets … apparently … (looks at watch, wincing as she does so).  
  Where is everyone? 
 
Tamsin     I came on early, its not for another 20 minutes.  Nice to chat though.  So tell 
  me more ... it … 
 
Fatima     Well, if I've got a few minutes, I'll go and share a shake with Spike.   
 
Tamsin Oh, don’t go, Fats, I'd love to have a chat, I was feeling ... 
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Fatima     I’ll be back. (Giggles) 
 
Fatima leaves. Camera OFF 
 
Tamsin       But … oh.  I did so want to chat. Poor Fatima. Shot? Sometimes I wish I  
  had a gun.  Well not really. I am feeling, what am I feeling ... I like my job  
  but its only part time.  Working from home is OK but its 3 weeks since I've 
  seen a human being and that was only in the Post Office.  It’s just ... (shrug) 
  I see Tris, but only through the window (sighs).  I've tidied my cupboards but 
   then what?  I put some trousers on the chair, draped a shirt on the  back, a 
  hat on top ... and then I started having a whole conversation (pause), with  
  my own clothes ... just another way of talking to myself.  Like I am now!!  If it 
   wasn’t for the Club ...  
  Come on, Tam-tam! (starts brushing her hair, puts lipstick on under mask)  
  You've got job, a home and ... uh ... rent and bills and council tax and ...  
 
Giles, Cheryl, John, Tristram arrive one by one.  Fatima arrives last, a bit 
dishevelled. Cameras ON. Tamsin cheers up. Giles sips a snifter throughout 
 
Tamsin      Oh hi, everyone! 
 
All  (Hello  hello etc) 
 
Tristram   (spotting Giles and Cheryl) I thought you two were on a cruise? 
 
Cheryl      Yes, we were.  Two days at sea and the Captain had to about face.  Covid 
  outbreak in the Balearics. 
 
Tristram    Oooh, poor chap! (Titters) 
 
Cheryl      A surge. 
 
Tristram    Even worse! (Titters) 
 
Tamsin        Shush Tris.  It’s not a laughing matter. 
 
Cheryl      Yes and I'll tell you what else is not a laughing matter - Giles shooting poor 
  Fatima. 
 
All  (What? Why? Huh?) 
 
Giles     (very sheepish) Mistook Lemur for one of those damned squirrels, missed  
  the blighter entirely! 
 
All  (What?!!) 
 
Giles    Well, Fatima was lurking in my woods.  Lucky it was only a few measly  
  pellets. 
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Fatima      You could have blinded me. 
 
Giles       Didn’t know you were there - what was Lemur doing in that tree anyway? 
 
Lemur (Fatima)  I was practicing my new act. 
 
Cheryl        Have you actually apologised, Giles?  How can he make it up to you, dear? 
 
Lemur (Fatima)  We're thinking about that, aren’t we, Fats. (Lose Lemur) 
 
John       I hope you have locked everything away now? 
 
Cheryl       Of course he has!  I made sure of that!  Right John - how far have you got 
  with “The Maharajah's Man?” 
 
John       I have auditioned everyone who put their names down but I just need to 
  check  a few things. 
 
Cheryl       Well, I haven’t auditioned. 
 
John         You were away, Cheryl.   Also you're supposed to be in quarantine so you 
  cant come into the theatre anyway. 
 
Cheryl       Well … I’m a … gosh! I've got a splendid silk sari. (Crossly to Giles) You see 
   Giles, if you hadn’t forced me to go cruising I could have had a part.   
 
Giles    It was you who wanted to go away, dear, you nagged and nagged ... 
 
Cheryl       I may have hinted a little but ... well, I am very unhappy now.  No holiday 
   and now no part in the play... 
 
Alix arrives (Camera ON) (her background is the theatre curtain) 
 
Alix   Hi, sorry I'm a bit late, Vi held me up.  I'll just listen in. 
 
John    (Looking through his notes) So, we were just looking at the casting, Alix.   
  (To Fatima) Fatima, remind me, did you read for the Snakecharmer? 
 
Fatima   Yes, not many lines, its all action, really (Wriggles her hands up and down 
  like a snake) 
 
John       Mmmmmm, so Serena read The Mad Mother part, then? 
 
Fatima      She read the Mad Mother but she really wants to play the nice Nurse,  
  John. 
 
John       Ah yes - no - the Nurse is already cast.   
 
Cheryl  Oh? Pre-casting are we now, John?  
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Giles  That's not cricket, old chap!   
 
John  Its just a perfect role for one of you, it was a no brainer, I'm afraid. 
 
Giles      Another Irish one for Serena?  
 
Fatima It’s not set in Limerick, Giles, its the Raj! 
 
Giles      Mmmmm where is she, anyway? 
 
Alix   Looks like she's just coming on.    
 
John    So by my reckoning everyone read for all the parts.  Is that right? 
 
Tristram      No! You only asked me to read The Man. (huffily) 
 
Giles  Hmmm odd. 
 
Serena arrives.  Camera ON. 
 
Serena  (out of breath) Hello everyone, sorry I’m late. 
 
Fatima       All good Serena? 
 
Serena     No, not at all.  It’s the bloody mask thing. I was just trying to give that mob 
  of youngsters in the Co-Op a reminder … (HAVE A MASK WITH YOU) 
 
Tristram  (together) 
Tamsin   Uh oh! 
 
Tristram       So what happened Serena? 
 
Serena        Well it was ghastly. There were four of us, Dick Durham, his daughter,  
  she's in his bubble, and Di.   
 
Tamsin Who died? 
 
Giles  No-one. 
 
Fatima Well I nearly did Giles!  (rubs shoulder) 
 
Serena Well ... we were all following the arrows, when in came these youths, the 
   wrong way and not a mask between them.  "Think about others" I said but 
  oh, the attitude! Well, the baked beans got the better of me!   
 
Fatima    And … so … 
 
Serena     (sheepishly) I got arrested. 
 
All     Arrested! 
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Serena         They said I had attacked them. 
 
Cheryl       Did you dear? 
 
Tristram       Don't tell me… "Youths injured in Post Office with baked bean tin!" 
 
Serena  Don't judge me! 
 
Giles       Hah, I’d have pulled my musket out. 
 
Cheryl      (stern look) Giles! 
 
John        So what did the Police do? 
 
Serena         I've been summoned to court ... 
 
Cast      Oh, no! 
 
Serena          … on the very day of “The Maharaja's Man.” 
 
John          Agh!  So you can’t be in it?  Oh God - now I'll have to recast it.  What a  
  headache. 
 
Tamsin       Will you go to jail, Serena? 
 
Serena          I doubt it, I know people and, anyway, I'm going to plead “not guilty”. 
 
Lemur (Fatima) But you did it Serena. 
 
Serena Thank you, Lemur, but when you know people these things can be  
  sorted out quite quickly …  Just call me a friend of Dominic.  
 
Tristram        (aside to Tamsin) Who's a friend of Dorothy?  
 
Cheryl        Enough everybody.  What is the matter with you all?  You're all very spiky! 
 
Tristram       Fats is! (Fats looks contented) 
 
Cheryl      The solution is simple John ... I'll jump into Serena's part. (smug) 
 
John        OK so here's what I have -  
  The Mad Mother, will be Fatima,  
  Nurse Gertie has always been Tamsin in my mind,  
  not sure who can play Roger yet ... 
  I need to replace Serena as Clementine ... 
   and… the Snakecharmer, hmm I'll give that to you, Tristram.  
 
Giles  Well, I'll only be three days short of my quarantine, so  I can do Roger. 
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Serena Quarantine is 14 days, Giles, not 11!  Really!  I take notes at every 5 O'Clock
   briefing and I assure you nothing's changed! 
    
Alix  Girl power! 
 
Cheryl  Oh come on Serena, we can't be too rigid.  I'm happy to come to the  
  theatre, if we follow the guidelines. 
 
Fatima Well then, I'm inclined to stand down. 
 
Tristram Knee trouble again, Fats? 
 
Fatima I'd just rather be home, Tris! 
 
Tamsin With Spike, no doubt. 
 
Serena Guidelines, Fatima?  Are you following them? 
 
Fatima (smiling knowingly and winks) Happy days, Tams. 
 
Alix  Well as we're streaming it, some of you could be on stage and the rest 
  come on from home. 
 
All  Huh???? 
 
Alix  Trust me, it'll all meld together in a delightful streamed soup. 
 
Tristram Hubble bubble, toil and trouble. 
 
Cheryl  Don’t mention the Scottish play ... (with fingers crossed like a hex) 
 
Giles  (As if to a dog) Out, out, damned Spot! 
 
Tamsin Got a new dog, Giles?  
 
FADE TO BLACK 
 
MUSIC 
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SCENE 3 
TREADING THE BOARDS 
 
John and Alix begin in darkness.  (Cameras OFF) 
John arrives at the theatre.    
 
John  Hello? Anyone here ... door was open! 
 
Alix   Eh up, chuck, the lights have fused.  Just sorting it. 
 
John  Good to be here. Ouch! (stubs toe) 
 
Alix  There we go!  Mind your toe. 
 
Lights on.   John and Alix are seen with curtain backdrop behind them. 
 
John  Ah, there you are. 
 
Alix  What time are we expecting the cast? 
 
John  Any minute - I called them from 8. 
 
Fatima, Tristram, Tamsin arrive on stage with curtain backdrop behind them. 
 
Fatima Oooooo - weird being back in the Village Hall.  Doesn’t it look nice. Is this 
  my stool? 
 
Tamsin I feel really odd being here.  I’ll move my stool away from you, Fatima.  
  (Settles with her face half on and off screen) 
 
Tristram Hello Tams.  Sooo excited to see you in the flesh.   
  
Tamsin This just doesn’t feel right to me, Tris.  (gets out a tape measure) 
 
Tristram  Just breathe, Tams, remember?  As long as our stools look right (titters)  
  we are allowed to be here. 
 
Alix  Tamsin, could you centre yourself in your screen, we can’t see your lovely 
  face. 
 
Fatima  Can you see all of me?    
 
Tamsin  I can’t be any closer, Alix.  Ive just measured. 
 
Alix  Well I'll move the camera then. 
 
John  Great, now we're settled.  Alix? 
 
Alix  Right so if you're happy shall we call in our remote actors, John?  I can just 
   Whatsapp them. (picks up phone)       
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John   Go ahead, Alix 
 
Cheryl arrives (Camera remains off) 
 
Cheryl  I'm coming.  Just collecting everything I need.  Here I am. 
 
Alix  I can’t see you, Cheryl.  Have you put your camera on love?   
 
Cheryl  Yes I have.  I can see me.  Can't you see me? 
 
Alix  Could you go off and come back on again?  That might fix it. (nothing 
   happens) Cheryl? 
 
Tristram Seamless streaming, huh? 
 
Giles arrives (Camera ON) 
 
Giles  Here I am.   
 
Alix  Hello Giles.  Are you able to give Cheryl a helping hand?  She is having  
  problems coming on. 
 
Giles   She had no problem coming on to me back in the day.  Leave her to it.  She 

likes to be alone.  Harumph ... Anyway, I still think its a shame we didn’t 
cast Serena.  She's always prompt ... probably bivouacks in her office.  
 

Fatima  Serena was out of control with a baked bean tin, remember! (rolls her eyes)   
 
Giles  Ah yes - Serena has blotted her copy book rather, eh?  Women are  
  notoriously fickle. 
 
Fatima  As if men aren't … well not all men of course (titter) 
 
Tristram Do I detect something, Fatima?   
 
Fatima Well, let’s just say I'm getting plenty of attention.   
 
Tristram (taps his nose) Oooh, Fats!" 
 
Cheryl arrives (Camera ON) 
 
Cheryl  Can you see me?  This is driving me mad.  I think my camera and sound are 
   on ... 
 
Alix  Yes Cheryl.  Looking good. (calls over to John) The "Remotes" are on, John.   
 
John  Excellent.  So lets get started and ... 
 
Tristram I don’t understand how this is going to work, John.  Not with Cheryl and 
   Giles "working from home", as it were. 
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Tasmin Neither do I.  I think I’d rather be at home too. 
 
Fatima I know I would. 
 
John  I'll hand over to Alix to explain again, so listen up everyone please. 
 
Tamsin  (moves away again and is only half on screen) 
 
Alix  Look, I'll take the stage feed from my cameras, mix it with a home feed from 
   Zoom and stream it out to our audience ... 
 
Cheryl  But how will I know when to come on?  Will I have a prompt? 
 
Tristram Serena's always prompt. (laughing at his own joke) 
 
Giles  Come on, dear, it’s bleeding obvious.  You look at the script and read it out 
  loud.  What’s so difficult about that, for Pete's sake? 
 
Tristram I've always wondered who Pete is. 
 
Tamsin (Laughing) Oh Triss, that's cheered me up. 
 
John  It's all in the script. Carry on Alix. 
 
Alix  Right.  For those of you on the stage your stools will be spiked. (cuts a strip 
  of electrical tape with her teeth and reaches off, out of shot, as if bending to 
  stick it on the stage.) 
 
Fatima  (Titters) 
 
Tristram That'll be Fatima's second spike, haha!  
 
Fatima Tamsin, that was a secret! 
 
Vi (Camera ON) with Stage Door background behind her. 
 
Vi  Alix……Alix…..pssssstttttt  
 
Alix   (whispers) Whaaaaat?   What are you doing here, we are in rehearsal and  
  you’re supposed to be shielding, Auntie. 
 
Vi I’ve just bought you some sandwiches, dear, in case you get peckish.  

(Hands over a brown paper bag out of screen.)  
 
Alix   (receives a brown paper bag and looks inside it.) Oh, could you ... 
 
Vi  I just went to the Co-Op and I'd forgot me mask  ... so I had to go……  
 
Alix  You need to go Auntie, I've got to get on. 
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Tristram What’s in the sandwiches, Vi?  Not eye of newt and toe of frog again? 
 
Vi   Nooooooo - corse not.  That’s Macbeth isn’t it? 
 
All  Agh!!!  
 
Tamsin The Scottish Play!!  
 
Vi (Camera OFF) 
 
John  (Pause) Well, I’m not superstitious.   
 
Tamsin Why not? 
 
John  She's only at the stage door!  Come on, everyone, get your parts out, let's 
  give it a whirl. 
 
Tristram Oooh I love giving it a whirl.  Shall I stand up? 
 
John  Right, let’s start at the very beginning 
 
Tristram (sings) Its a very good place to start. 
 
Tamsin (laughs) Oh Tris! 
 
FADES TO BLACK 
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SCENE 4 
BREAK A LEG? 
 
John, Alix, Fatima, Tristram, Tamsin are on with curtain backdrop behind them. 
Giles, Cheryl and Serena are on, working from home. 
 
Tristram (miming playing a pipe, then a snake charming movement, then pipe, then 
  two handed snake charming movement, then drops pipe by mistake ...) 
 
John  And Cut!  Good everyone.  This is coming along … 
 
Fatima (grumpily) John - I have to say, the Snake Charmer bit really doesn’t work. 
 
Tristram Well thank you very much.  It’s not an easy role. 
 
Giles  Take a tip from Tamsin, she knows about mime! 
 
Serena How amazing is this.  It’s looking like a real play. 
 
Cheryl  (annoyed) So how come you are on, Serena?  You're not cast. (snort) 
 
Serena I'm aware of that Cheryl.  However, if you give me time to explain. The other 
  night I had a delicious meal at The Lunch Box with the Freemekovs.  
 
Tristram Huh?! Friends of Melania? 
 
Serena Yes. It's on the “Eat out to help out” scheme, thank you Rishi.   Anyway,  
  they're close to the Chief Inspector so we had a chat.  It proved very helpful.   
 
Giles  Russian Agents, golly, do be careful Serena, you could get bumped orf. 
 
Serena Oh, it’s not like that, Giles.  They've just smoothed out the baked bean  
  debacle for me.  I'm off. 
 
Cheryl  Bye. 
 
All  (Wave goodbye) 
 
Serena No ... I've explained myself badly, I mean the court case is off. 
 
Giles  Oh, I see! Not quite proper, you did do it, didn't you? 
 
Tristram Says the shooter who can’t shoot straight. 
 
John  Right team, settle!  Those of you on stage, are you ready? 
 
Serena But I could play Clementine now ... in the theatre, so we won’t need Cheryl 
  at home. 
 
Cheryl  Sorry Serena, if you're out, you're out. 
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Serena Well, I'm not the one who's quarantined. 
 
Cheryl  ... and I'm not the criminal! 
 
Serena  How are your sore bits, Fatima? 
 
Fatima  (sadly) Sore.  I'm looking for a new physio.  Spike's moved on ... and I'd  
  opened my bubble for him.   
 
Serena  Bad luck ... but can you contact him?  Track and trace, track and trace! 
 
Tamsin Maybe it's the curse of the Scottish Play. 
 
Tristram (phone rings) Hello, Kiss-Cakes, Tristram speaking.  (to cast) Sorry, I'll mute. 
  (continues taking a call with eyes growing wider and wider as he hears the  
  size of the order)  
 
Alix  Yes, I'm so sorry, Auntie Vi didn't know about "The Jinx", but I've got a  
  solution. 
 
Giles  Superstitious nonsense! 
 
John  I agree, Giles. 
 
Fatima So Olivier, O'Toole, Heston and Geilgud were all just unlucky then, eh John? 
 
Tamsin Well its been said now, anyway.  Let's just hope nothing else happens. 
 
Tristram Your kisses are in safe hands. (ends phonecall) Golly, that's a massive one!   
 
Fatima Huh? 
 
Tristram 30 cup cakes for a wedding by Friday all monogrammed with Charlene and 
  Clive's initials and gold sprinkles. Sorry, FK, I'm going to have to place an 
  order for the ingredients right away.  I'll be back.  Can someone read in? 
 
Alix  Well, I suppose I can, just for now. 
 
Tristram goes (Camera OFF) 
 
Serena (crossly) What's wrong with me standing in? Really! 
 
Cheryl  As Chair I do feel your anger management is in question.  At Watson, we  
  cannot have someone unstable on our stage.    
 
Giles  Steady on, Cheryl.  
 
Tamsin  What happened to inclusivity? 
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Cheryl  I recommend you get some psychological help for your issues. 
 
Serena That's ridiculous.  I'm not unstable, I just like to see things done properly 
   and those lads .... 
 
Tamsin  Well, I'm not keen to stay either John.  I've been on the edge of a panic  
  attack since the Scottish Play thing happened.  Rescue Remedy isn't  
  helping any more. 
 
John  Come on every one, let's rally together.  There's really nothing to fear. 
 
Giles  Oh its all poppycock and twaddle.   
 
Alix  I was trying to say I've got a solution ... an antidote, if you like. 
 
Tristram comes back (Camera ON) 
 
Tristram Back now! 
 
Alix  The way to undo the curse is spin around three times, spit, swear, then  
  knock on the theatre door and ask to be re-admitted. 
 
Tamsin Will that work?  Anyway, I don't like swearing. 
 
Giles  We could just say "Blazes!"  In the Khyber we used to say blazes when .... 
 
John   Right, let’s do it.  On my count, 1, 2, 3.  (John directs with his hands) 
 
All  (spin, spin, spin, shout "Blazes", knock three times and say "Let me enter.") 
 
Tristram Phew! 
 
Fatima That's a relief. 
 
Cheryl  Thank goodness. 
 
John  Is everybody feeling calmer?   
 
All  (indicate yes) 
 
John  Good, so let's take it from the top again.   
 
Alix  Just give me a sec to reset.   
 
All  (Getting their papers together, settling down) 
 
Vi (Camera ON) with curtain backdrop behind her. 
 
Vi  John? 
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John  Hmmmm? 
 
Vi  I just wanted to apologise ... about the Macbeth thing ...  
 
All  Agh! 
 
Fade to black. 
Closing music. 
 
 
      THE END 
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