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SYNOPSIS 

Two actresses compete for an Olivier Award and the love of a man.  They lose both the Olivier Award 
and the man.  But they gain friendship. 
 

TABLE OF SCENES 
 
Act I 
Scene i     Reporters Interview Dame Gertrude 
Scene ii    Reporters Interview Dame Juliet 
  An Evening Performance of Macbeth 
Scene iii   Lady Macbeth’s Letter from Macbeth (Macbeth Act I scene v) 
Scene iv   Lady Macbeth and Macbeth Plot Murder (Macbeth Act I scene vii) 
Scene v    Ghost at the Feast (Macbeth Act III scene iv) 
Scene vi   Lady Macbeth Sleepwalking (Macbeth Act V scene i) 
Scene vii  Catfight 
Scene viii Lady Macbeth’s Suicide (Macbeth Act V scene v) 
 
Act II 
  A Matinee Performance of Hamlet 
Scene i     The Curse of Lady Macbeth 
Scene ii    To Sleep; Perchance to Dream (Hamlet Act III scene i) 
Scene iii   Queen Gertrude’s Closet (Hamlet Act III scene iv) 
Scene iv   Ophelia’s Madness (Hamlet Act IV scene v) 
  An Evening Performance of Hamlet 
Scene v    Sexy Rexy 
Scene vi   Ophelia has Drowned! (Hamlet Act IV scene vii) 
  The Olivier Awards 
Scene vii  Finale:  Friends at Last 
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CHARACTERS 
 
DAME GERTRUDE:  She plays Queen Gertrude opposite SIR REX as King Claudius in Hamlet.  She is 
married to SIR REX.  They met, fell in love, and married in their youth while paying Hamlet and Ophelia 
in Hamlet.  She has been nominated for an Olivier Award for her portrayal of Queen Gertrude.  She has 
never won an Olivier Award.  She is jealous of DAME JULIET’s Olivier Award.  She is flippant toward 
DAME JULIET.  She is much less ladylike than DAME JULIET. 
 
DAME JULIET:  She plays Lady Macbeth opposite SIR REX as Macbeth in Macbeth.  She is having a 
renewed love affair with SIR REX.  They met in their youth and had a love affair while playing Romeo and 
Juliet in Romeo and Juliet.  She has been nominated for an Oliver Award for her portrayal of Lady 
Macbeth.  In her youth, she won an Olivier Award for her portrayal of Juliet.  She is a grandame of the 
theatre.  She looks down on DAME GERTRUDE.  She maintains a ladylike exterior except for the Catfight 
Scene.   
 

In their youth, DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET were rivals for SIR REX and for an Olivier 
Award.  DAME GERTRUDE was nominated for her portrayal of Ophelia.  DAME JULIET was 
nominated for her portrayal of Juliet.  DAME GERTRUDE won SIR REX.  DAME JULIET won the 
Olivier Award.  Many years later, DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET are once again rivals for 
SIR REX and for an Olivier Award.  DAME GERTRUDE is nominated for her portrayal of Queen 
Gertrude.  DAME JULIET is nominated for her portrayal of Lady Macbeth.  They are jealous of 
each other over SIR REX.  They are hypercompetitive over the Olivier Award. 

 
SIR REX:  He plays King Claudius opposite DAME GERTRUDE as Queen Gertrude in Hamlet.  At the same 
time in repertory at the same theatre, he plays Macbeth opposite DAME JULIET as Lady Macbeth in 
Macbeth.  He is married to DAME GERTRUDE.  They met, fell in love, and married in their youth while 
paying Hamlet and Ophelia in Hamlet.  He is having a renewed love affair with DAME JULIET.  They met 
in their youth and had a love affair while playing Romeo and Juliet in Romeo and Juliet.  Also, he is 
having an affair with OPHELIA.  He is known as “Sexy Rexy” because of his sex appeal and philandering. 
 

SWINGS 
 
DOCTOR, LAERTES, REPORTER 1, GUEST 1, and MESSENGER:  He plays the Doctor in Macbeth and 
Laertes in Hamlet. 
 
HAMLET, REPORTER 2, and GUEST 2:  He plays Hamlet in Hamlet.  DAME JULIET introduces him as her 
nephew.  She is actually his mother.  Unknown to SIR REX and HAMLET, SIR REX is HAMLET’s father. 
 
OPHELIA, PHOTOGRAPHER, and GUEST 3:  She plays Ophelia in Hamlet.  She is having an affair with SIR 
REX.  She is a bleached blond bimbo with big boobs -- the reason SIR REX hired her to play Ophelia.  She 
has a sexy, breathless voice.  She has a sexy walk. 
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TIME 
 
The present. 
 

PLACE 
 
A West End theatre. 
 

SETS 
 
DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room is stage right. 
DAME JULIET’s dressing room is stage left. 
Centerstage between the two dressing rooms represents the onstage area of the theatre (hereafter, 
“the Stage”). 
Each dressing room has a door leading to the Stage.  A folding screen serves as the rear wall of each 
dressing room.  A chaise longue is in front of each folding screen.  A dressing mirror is on the wall of 
each dressing room opposite the dressing room door.  In the stage right corner of DAME GERTRUDE’s 
dressing room are a wash basin and pitcher of water on a small table.  In the stage left corner of DAME 
JULIET’s dressing room is a small table.  On the small table are her Olivier Award and a hotplate. 
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PROPS 
 
Act I 
Camera with flashbulbs 
2 reporter’s pads and 2 pens 
2 dressing mirrors 
Olivier Award on a small table 
Letter from Macbeth to Lady Macbeth 
Scissors 
Paper dolls 
Fabric cut from the seat of Lady Macbeth’s costume 
Baby doll 
Backscratcher  
5 metal wine goblets 
Lighted candle 
Trick candle that will not blow out 
 
Act II 
Hotplate on a small table 
Steaming stewpot 
Makeup towel 
Long wooden spoon 
Ingredients to put into the stewpot 
Saltshaker 
Bottle of sow’s blood 
Coffee pot 
Water basin and pitcher of water on a small table 
Arras (tapestry) 
Heavy candlestick 
Candlestand 
Icepack for DAME JULIET 
Flower basket with a handle 
Fake flowers 
Breakable vase 
3 open bottles of champagne 
6 champagne flute glasses 
Icepack for SIR REX 
Dark sunglasses 
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Act I scene i 
Reporters Interview Dame Gertrude 

 
The curtain rises on Act I. 
The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room stage right. 

 
Set:  DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
Costume:  DAME GERTRUDE wears a turban and a feather boa. 

 
 DAME GERTRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
 SIR REX stands behind the chaise longue. 
 Two REPORTERS and a PHOTOGRAPHER surround them.   
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
You are welcome, members of the press; welcome, all.  
I am glad to see thee well. Welcome, good friends.  
O, my old friend! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  masters.] 
Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and Guildenstern! 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
If it will please you to show us so much gentry and good will as to expend your time with us awhile, 
your visitation shall receive such thanks as fits a Dame’s remembrance. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  king’s.] 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Dame Gertrude, a photograph if you please. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE poses for the camera. 
The PHOTOGRAPHER’s flashbulb goes off. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
I humbly thank you. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
My pleasure. 
We'll e'en to't like French falconers, fly at me with any thing. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  fly at any thing we see.] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
We'll have a speech straight:  
Come, give us a taste of your quality;  
Come, a passionate speech. 
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 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
What speech? 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
I heard thee speak me a speech once;  
It was an excellent play, well digested in the scenes, 
set down with as much modesty as cunning.  
One speech in it I chiefly loved: 'twas Aeneas' tale to Dido, 
that speaks of King Priam’s slaughter. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE with false modesty: 
My modesty will not permit, but since you insist. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE stands, clears her throat, and delivers the following speech.  She overacts as 
she recites. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
“O, who had seen Hecuba, the mobled queen, run barefoot up and down,  
threatening the flames with bisson rheum;  
a clout upon that head where late the diadem stood,  
and for a robe, about her lank and all o'er-teemed loins, a blanket,  
in the alarm of fear caught up; 
Who this had seen, with tongue in venom steep'd,  
'gainst Fortune's state would treason have pronounced: 
But if the gods themselves did see her then 
when she saw Pyrrhus make malicious sport 
in mincing with his sword her husband Priam's limbs, 
the instant burst of clamour that she made, 
unless things mortal move them not at all, 
would have made milch the burning eyes of heaven, 
and passion in the gods.” 
 [First Player, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
SIR REX praising: 
Caps, hands, and tongues applaud it to the clouds. 
 [Messenger, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
 
REPORTER 1 praising: 
Look, whether she has not turned her colour and has tears in her eyes.  
Pray you, no more. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  he, his.] 
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 DAME GERTRUDE sits down on the chaise longue. 
 
REPORTER 2 praising: 
This player here, but in a fiction, in a dream of passion, 
could force her soul so to her own conceit 
that from her working all her visage wann'd, 
tears in her eyes, distraction in her aspect, a broken voice,  
and her whole function suiting with forms to her conceit. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  his.] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
Congratulations on your nomination for an Olivier Award for your portrayal of Queen Gertrude. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Thank you.  It is a great honor to be included in the group of talented actresses nominated this year. 
 
REPORTER 2: 
It is believed that Dame Juliet is your chief competition for the award.   
If she wins, it will be her second Olivier. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE slightly irritated: 
Yes, I know. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
You have never won an Olivier. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE more irritated: 
Yes, I know. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
Dame Juliet beat you last time. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE even more irritated, but still smiling: 
My Heavens.  You make it sound like a boxing match. 
 
REPORTER 2: 
When you were nominated for Ophelia many, many, many years ago, … 
 
DAME GERTRUDE interjects laughing it off: 
Ha, ha, not that many. 
 
REPORTER 2 continues: 
Sir Rex played Hamlet.   
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
Yes, that’s how we met, fell madly in love, and married soon after. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
A whirlwind romance? 
 
SIR REX: 
More like a hurricane. 
 
REPORTER 2: 
What first attracted you to Sir Rex? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
What a grace was seated on this brow;  
Hyperion's curls; the front of Jove himself; 
An eye like Mars, to threaten and command; 
A station like the herald Mercury new-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill; 
A combination and a form indeed, 
where every god did seem to set his seal, 
to give the world assurance of a man. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
And what about you, Sir Rex? 
 
SIR REX: 
I felt the same way about me. 
I mean, I loved Gertrude:  
Forty thousand others could not, with all their quantity of love, make up my sum. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i.  Ophelia, brothers.] 
She's so conjunctive to my life and soul, that, as the star moves not but in his sphere, 
I could not but by her. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii] 
 
REPORTER 2: 
How long have you and Dame Gertrude been married? 
 
SIR REX: 
Full thirty times hath Phoebus' cart gone round 
Neptune's salt wash and Tellus' orbed ground, 
and thirty dozen moons with borrow'd sheen 
about the world have times twelve thirties been, 
since love our hearts and Hymen did our hands 
unite commutual in most sacred bands. 
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 [Player King, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
So many journeys may the sun and moon  
make us again count o'er ere love be done! 
 [Player Queen, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
REPORTER 2: 
What’s it like to be costarring with SIR REX in Hamlet again after so many, many … 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE with a stern look cuts off REPORTER 2. 
 
years, this time as Queen Gertrude and King Claudius. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
We always love working together in the theatre.   
We have worked together many times over the years. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE looks pointedly at REPORTER 2 on “many.” 
 
REPORTER 1 to REPORTER 2: 
Why, man, they did make love to this employment. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
The best actors in the world, either for tragedy, comedy, or history. 
Seneca cannot be too heavy, nor Plautus too light. 

[Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
One more photograph before we leave, if I may. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Of course. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE poses for the camera. 
 The PHOTOGRAPHER’s flashbulb goes off. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I am always glad to accommodate members of the press. 
Thanks, Guildenstern and gentle Rosencrantz: 
And I beseech you instantly to visit 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
my fellow nominee and very dear friend Dame Juliet. 
Her dressing room is directly across the stage. 
 

mailto:dhmcd2025@gmail.com


USA copyright PAu 4-124-410 The Curse of Macbeth David Howard McDonnell 
  dhmcd2025@gmail.com  

11 
 

The REPORTERS and the PHOTOGRAPHER exit DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
SIR REX incredulous: 
Dame Juliet, your very dear friend? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE matter-of-factly: 
This is show business.  Everybody lies. 
 DAME GERTRUDE turns her attention toward the reporters. 
Oh, those vultures!  Did you note the reference to my age?   
And the nerve of them to remind me that I have never won an Olivier Award.   
I wish that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern were dead. 
 [Ambassador, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  are.] 
Still.   
They are the abstract and brief chronicles of the time. 
After my death I were better have a bad epitaph than their ill report while I live. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  your, you.] 
I’ll win this time.  Juliet will not beat me a second time.  I’ll make sure of that. 
 
SIR REX: 
I fear thou play most foully for it. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act III scene i.  play’dst.] 
What are you going to do? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I am very proud, revengeful, ambitious,  
with more offences at my beck than I have thoughts to put them in, 
imagination to give them shape, or time to act them in. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
SIR REX to the audience: 
In the gross and scope of my opinion, this bodes some strange eruption to our play. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i.  state.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Humph.  Dame Juliet.  My competition? 
She drowns the stage with tears and cleaves the general ear with horrid speech, 
makes mad the guilty and appals the free, 
confounds the ignorant and amazes indeed the very faculties of eyes and ears. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  He would drown.] 
Still.   
She's loved of the distracted multitude, who like not in their judgment, but their eyes. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene iii.  He’s.] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE looks in her dressing mirror. 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
The purpose of playing, whose end, both at the first and now, was and is,  
to hold, as 'twere, the mirror up to nature;  
to show virtue her own feature, scorn her own image,  
and the very age and body of the time his form and pressure. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
A glass where I may see the inmost part of me. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv.  you.] 
I was the expectancy and rose of the fair state, 
the glass of fashion and the mould of form, 
the observed of all observers.  
Quite, quite down! 
Now, like sweet bells jangled, out of tune and harsh, 
I see that unmatch'd form and feature of blown youth blasted. 
O, woe is me to see what I see! 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
Age, with his stealing steps, hath claw’d me in his clutch. 
 [First Gravedigger, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 
 SIR REX looks over DAME GERTURDE’s shoulder into the dressing mirror. 
 
SIR REX: 
Beauty doth varnish age as if new-born. 
 [Biron, Love’s Labour’s Lost Act IV scene ii] 
To me, fair friend, you never can be old, 
for as you were when first your eye I eyed, 
such seems your beauty still. Many winters cold 
have from the forests shook many summers’ pride, 
many beauteous springs to yellow autumn turned. 
In process of the seasons have I seen, 
many April perfumes in many hot Junes burned, 
since first I saw you fresh, which yet are green. 
 [Sonnet 104] 
Love is not love which alters when it alteration finds. 
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark  
that looks on tempests and is never shaken. 
It is the star to every wand’ring bark. 
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks  
within his bending sickle’s compass come. 
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks, 
But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 

[Sonnet 116] 
 
 SIR REX kisses DAME GERTRUDE. 
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DAME GERTRUDE contented: 
Juliet may have won the Olivier, but I won Rex. 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act I scene ii 
Reporters Interview Dame Juliet 

 
The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room stage left. 

 
Set:  DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

 
Costume:  DAME JULIET wears huge feathers in her hair and a fox fur around her neck and 
shoulders. 

 
 DAME JULIET sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
 Her Olivier Award is visible on a small table in the stage left corner of her dressing room. 
 Two REPORTERS and a PHOTOGRAPHER surround her. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
My ever-gentle cousins, welcome hither. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  cousin.] 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Dame Juliet, a photograph if you please? 
 
DAME JULIET: 
‘Tis given with welcome. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 

DAME JULIET poses for the camera.  
The PHOTOGRAPHER’s flashbulb goes off. 

 
REPORTER 2: 
Are you aught that man may question? 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Speak.  Demand.  I’ll answer. 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act IV scene i.  We’ll.] 
 
REPORTER 1:  
Congratulations on your nomination for an Olivier Award for your portrayal of Lady Mac …. 
 
 DAME JULIET puts her finger to her lips to remind REPORTER 1 not to say “Macbeth.” 
 
REPORTER 1: 
Sorry.  I meant your starring role in the Scottish play. 
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DAME JULIET: 
Thank you.  It is a great honor to be included in the group of talented actresses nominated this year. 
 
REPORTER 2: 
You already have one Olivier award. 
 
 DAME JULIET gestures to her Olivier Award. 
 
DAME JULIET with false modesty: 
Yes, for my Juliet.  That was years ago. 
‘Twere a careless trifle. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
A second Olivier Award would  
set a double varnish on your fame. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii.  the fame.] 
 
REPORTER 2: 
It is believed that Dame Gertrude is your chief competition for the award. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I wish her luck.  

DAME JULIET continues snidely. 
She has never won an Olivier Award. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
Performing live, 
I know this is a joyful trouble to you; But yet 'tis one. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The labour we delight in physics pain. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
REPORTER 2: 
Sir Rex played Romeo to your Juliet.  What’s it like costarring with Sir Rex again after so many years? 
 
DAME JULIET: 
It’s as if no time has passed.  We picked up right where we left off. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
It is no secret that you and Sir Rex had a passionate love affair when you starred together in Rome 
and Juliet. 
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DAME JULIET: 
It was life imitating art. 
 
REPORTER 2: 
Is there any truth to the rumor that you and Sir Rex have rekindled your romance? 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Say from whence you owe this strange intelligence. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
REPORTER 2: 
It’s a rumor going around the West End. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
You can tell your readers that it is categorically false.  Rex is a happily married man.   
And Dame Gertrude is a very dear friend of mine. 
 
 SIR REX enters DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
REPORTER 1: 
Ah, here’s your costar. 
All hail, Mac …! 
 [Three Witches, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
 DAME JULIET puts her finger to her lips to remind REPORTER 1 not to say “Macbeth.” 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Great Glamis! Worthy Cawdor! Greater than both! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
Hail, King of Scotland! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
Forever my king, Rex. 
 
SIR REX: 
Right on cue. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Your timing is perfect as always.  The reporter just asked about our rumored affair. 
 
SIR REX: 
There is absolutely no truth to the rumor.   
It’s mere backstage gossip because, as you know, in the theatre world I am known as “Sexy Rexy.” 
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REPORTER 2: 
But you did have a torrid romance. 
 
SIR REX: 
More like a tornado. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
That was a very long time ago. 
 
SIR REX: 
“But soft! What light through yonder window breaks? 
It is the East, and Juliet is the sun. 
Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,  
who is already sick and pale with grief that thou,  
her maid, art far more fair than she.” 
 [Romeo, Romeo and Juliet Act II scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes DAME JULIET’s hand and kisses it. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
“O, Romeo, Romeo.” 

[Juliet, Romeo and Juliet Act II scene ii] 
Forever my Romeo. 
 
REPORTER 1 to SIR REX: 
The Scottish play and Hamlet are running in repertory at the same theatre with you starring in both 
productions. 
 
SIR REX: 
Yes, both my leading ladies keep me quite busy. 
A double blessing is a double grace. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 SIR REX praises DAME JULIET. 
I would applaud thee to the very echo, that should applaud again. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene iii] 
 
REPORTER 2 to DAME JULIET: 
The actor playing Hamlet is your nephew. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
That’s right.  It’s his first starring role.  I couldn’t be more proud of him if he were my own son. 
 
SIR REX: 
Believe me, an absolute gentleman, full of most excellent differences,  
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of very soft society and great showing.   
Indeed, to speak feelingly of him, 
 [Osric, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
he reminds me of myself when I played Hamlet all those years ago.  I think of him as my own son. 
 
 SIR REX does not know that HAMLET is his son. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Practically a family affair. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
One final photograph before we leave. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
One moment.  This is my best side. 
 

DAME JULIET poses for the camera.  She turns her face toward her Olivier Award and gestures to 
it with her hand. 
The PHOTOGRAPHER’s flashbulb goes off. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Thanks for your pains.   
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I am always glad to accommodate members of the press. 
So, thanks to all at once and to each one, whom we invite to see us in the Scottish Play. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act V scene viii.  crown’d at Scone.] 
 

The REPORTERS and the PHOTOGRAPHER exit DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
Outside DAME JULIET’s dressing room on the Stage. 

 
REPORTER 1: 
Did you mark how she at once her chappy finger lay upon her skinny lips to stop me from saying 
“Macbeth”?  A silly superstition. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
REPORTER 2 referring to both DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET: 
What are these so wither'd and so wild in their attire, 
That look not like the inhabitants o' the earth, and yet are on't? 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
REPORTER 1: 
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Members of the profession that go the primrose way to the everlasting bonfire. 
[Porter, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 

 
 Inside DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Oh, those vultures!  Their insinuations about an affair.   
And the nerve of them to suggest that Gertrude is any competition.   
Gertrude, whose sole name blisters our tongues. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
I’ll win.  I’ll beat Gertrude a second time.  Gertrude, win? 
Stands not within the prospect of belief. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
And I’ll make sure of that. 
 
SIR REX: 
What are you going to do? 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, till thou applaud the deed. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
Present fears are less than horrible imaginings. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
Fair is foul, and foul is fair. 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act I scene i] 
 
SIR REX to the audience: 
The precurse of fierce events, harbinger preceding the fates, and prologue to the omen coming on. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE knocks on DAME JULIET’s dressing room door. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I hear a knocking at the south entry. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE knocks again. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Hark! more knocking. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
Who’s there? 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
A friend. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
 
DAME JULIET aside: 
By the pricking of my thumbs 
something wicked this way comes. 
 [Second Witch, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
 
DAME JULIET to DAME GERTRUDE: 
My ever-gentle friend, welcome hither. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  cousin.] 
 
 DAME GERTUDE enters DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Bless you, fair dame! 
 [Messenger, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 

DAME GERTRUDE jealously looks around DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
Your dressing room is bigger than mine. 
 
DAME JULIET with false sincerity: 
An oversight, I’m sure. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I wanted to be the first to congratulate you on your nomination. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
And me you. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I have heard nothing but glowing remarks about your Lady Mac …. 
 
 DAME JULIET puts her finger to her lips to remind DAME GERTRUDE not to say “Macbeth.” 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I have heard the same about your Queen Gertrude. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Winning is not important.  It is an honor to be nominated. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Yes, it is. 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
It is an honor just to have my name mentioned in the same breath as yours. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Yes, it is.  I mean, and mine with yours. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I’ll be going now.   
I must get into my costume and makeup for Queen Gertrude. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Yes, makeup may help you look younger. 
 DAME JULIET dismissively waves off DAME GERTRUDE. 
May you see things well done: adieu! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iv] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE stands in DAME JULIET’s dressing room doorway. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Good luck to you too.  Oh, and  
Macbeth!  Macbeth!!  Macbeth!!! 
 [First and Second Apparitions, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE quickly closes DAME JULIET’s dressing room door.  In the theatre, it is bad luck 
to say, “good luck.”  Also, in the theatre, it is bad luck to say, “Macbeth.”  DAME GERTRUDE has 
placed the curse of Macbeth on DAME JULIET.   

 
 Outside DAME JULIET’s dressing room on the Stage. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE congratulating herself: 
Marry, this is miching mallecho; It means mischief. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
 Inside DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DAME JULIET alarmed: 
The curse of Macbeth! 
Angels and ministers of grace defend us!  
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
 

DAME JULIET immediately attempts to reverse the curse of Macbeth.  She frantically exits her 
dressing room to the Stage.  She closes her dressing room door behind her.  On the Stage, she 
turns around in circles to the right as she recites the following speech. 
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SIR REX does not believe in the curse of Macbeth.  He remains in her dressing room and 
participates with amusement in the reversal of the curse. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
Thrice around the circle bound,  
Evil sink into the ground. 
Thrice to thine and thrice to mine 
And thrice again, to make up nine. 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 

DAME JULIET spits on the ground, then knocks on her dressing room door. 
 
SIR REX: 
Knock, knock, knock! Who's there, i' the name of Beelzebub? 
 [Porter, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
May I enter? 
 

SIR REX opens the door. 
DAME JULIET enters her dressing room. 

 
SIR REX: 
And now curse. 
 
DAME JULIET looking toward DAME GERTUDE’s dressing room: 
Bloody bitch! 
 
SIR REX: 
Peace! the charm's wound up. 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
It is a custom more honour'd in the breach than the observance. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
Don’t mind Gertrude.  She’s jealous. 
 
 SIR REX means that DAME GERTRUDE is jealous over the Olivier award. 
 DAME JULIET thinks that SIR REX means that DAME GERTRUDE is jealous of their rumored affair.  
 
DAME JULIET: 
You don’t think she suspects. 
 
SIR REX: 
I meant jealous over the Olivier Award, not of us.  She doesn’t suspect a thing.   
As soon as both plays close, I’ll leave my wife and marry you. 
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 SIR REX embraces DAME JULIET. 
 
DAME JULIET cooing: 
I feel now the future in the instant, 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
my dearest love. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
Sexy Rexy gives me apoplexy. 
 
SIR REX: 
Gertrude gives me narcolepsy. 
My thoughts and wishes bend again toward Gertrude 
and bow them to your gracious leave and pardon. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  France.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
If your duty must, 
Farewell, my love. 
 
SIR REX: 
Your love, as mine to you: farewell. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  loves.] 
 
 SIR REX exits DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 DAME JULIET, alone in her dressing room, imagines winning the Olivier Award. 
 
DAME JULIET in a trance facing the audience: 
Is this an Olivier Award which I see before me? 
Come, let me clutch thee. 

DAME JULIET reaches for the imaginary award. 
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 
Art thou not, fateful vision, sensible to feeling as to sight?  
or art thou but a figment of the mind, a false creation, 
proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? 
I see thee yet, in form as palpable as this which now I draw. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
 

DAME JULIET picks up her previous Olivier Award, faces her dressing mirror, and imagines giving 
an acceptance speech. 

 
I wish to thank the Olivier Award voters for this, my second Olivier Award. 
All my service in every point twice done and then done double was poor and single business 
to contend against those honours deep and broad wherewith you load my self. 
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 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vi] 
Had I but died an hour before this chance, I had lived a blessed time; 
For, from this instant, there 's nothing serious in mortality: 
All is but toys:  
The wine of life is drawn, and the mere lees is left. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
 DAME JULIET snaps out of the trance. 
 
Mine eyes are made the fools o' the other senses, or else worth all the rest. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
I have no spur to prick the sides of my intent, but only vaulting ambition. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vii] 
There is none but Gertrude whose being I do fear:  
And, under her, my Genius is rebuked. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  he, him.] 
She is a step on which I must fall down, 
or else o’erleap for in my way she lies. 
Stars, hide your fires;  
Let not light see my black and deep desires. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iv.  That is, it lies.] 
To beguile the time, I must look like the time;  
bear welcome in my eye, my hand, my tongue:  
look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under't. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v.  your.] 
All things foul should wear the brows of grace. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  would.] 
False face must hide what the false heart doth know. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vii] 
 

 DAME JULIET explains matter-of-factly to the audience. 
 
This is show business.  Everyone’s a phony. 
 

DAME JULIET maintains a ladylike exterior toward DAME GERTRUDE until the Catfight Scene. 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
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Act I scene iii  
Lady Macbeth’s Letter from Macbeth 

(Macbeth Act I scene v) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME JULIET is about to perform Lady Macbeth for the first time after DAME 
GERTRUDE invoked the curse of Macbeth.  DAME JULIET is worried about the curse.  DAME 
GERTRUDE has rewritten the letter from Macbeth to Lady Macbeth to include a prediction by the 
three witches that DAME GERTRUDE will win the Olivier Award.  DAME JULIET reads the altered 
letter onstage and is confused, then angry.  She becomes angrier when she discovers that DAME 
GERTRUDE has cut a hole in the seat of her costume. 

 
The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room and on DAME JULIET’s dressing 
room. 

 
Costume:  DAME JULIET’s Lady Macbeth costume has a large hole cut out of the seat, exposing 
her panties. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room.  She is cutting out paper dolls.   
DAME JULIET and SIR REX stand in DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
It’s our first performance since your wife invoked the curse.  I’m ruined. 
 
SIR REX: 
It’s just an old theatre myth. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The night has been unruly:  
Where I lay, our chimneys were blown down;  
and, lamentings heard i' the air;  
strange screams of death, 
and prophesying with accents terrible 
of dire combustion and confused events 
new hatch'd to the woeful time:  
The obscure bird clamour'd the livelong night:  
The earth was feverous and did shake. 
 [Lennox, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
SIR REX poo-poohing: 
Tush, tush. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
'Twas a rough night. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
My remembrance cannot parallel a fellow to it. 
 [Lennox, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
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SIR REX: 
O proper stuff! 
This is the very painting of your fear, which would well become a woman’s story at a winter’s fire. 
Shame itself! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Stones have been known to move and trees to speak; 
Augurs and understood relations have 
by magot-pies and choughs and rooks  
brought forth the secret'st man of blood. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 
SIR REX: 
You’re overreacting. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I never overact. 
 
SIR REX urgently: 
What is the time? 
Prithee, see there!   
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
Your cue. 
 

The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room and on DAME JULIET’s dressing 
room. 
The stage lights come up on the Stage. 

  
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth, holding a letter, enters the Stage from stage left. 

 
 The following monolog is adapted from Macbeth Act I scene v. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
‘Tis a letter from my husband, thane of Glamis: 
 DAME JULIET opens the letter and reads. 
“Three weird sisters met me in the day of success:  
And I have learned by the perfectest report,  
they have more in them than mortal knowledge.  
When I burned in desire to question them further,  
they made themselves air, into which they vanished.  
Whiles I stood rapt in the wonder of it, came missives from the king,  
who all-hailed Dame Gertrude 'Olivier Award nominee;'  
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by which title, before, these weird sisters saluted thee,  
and referred me to the coming on of time,  
with 'Hail, Dame Gertrude, Olivier Award winner she shalt be!'  
This have I thought good to deliver thee, my dearest partner of greatness,  
that thou mightst not lose the dues of rejoicing,  
by being ignorant of what greatness is promised Dame Gertrude.  
Lay it to thy heart, and farewell.” 
 
 DAME JULIET begins to adlib regarding DAME GERTRUDE. 
 
Dame Gertrude, Olivier Award winner. 
The devil himself could not pronounce a title more hateful to mine ear. 
 [Young Siward, Macbeth Act V scene vii] 
Thou shalt not be what thou art promised. 
Yet do I fear thy nature.  It is too full o’ the sour milk of human ambition. 
Thou wouldst play false and yet wrongly win. 
Hie thee hither, that I may pour my spirits in thine ear; 
and chastise with the valour of my tongue  
and impede thee from the golden statuette, 
which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem to have thee crown'd withal. 
 

DAME JULIET turns her back on the audience.  Unbeknownst to her, DAME GERTRUDE has cut a 
large hole out of the seat of her Lady Macbeth costume, exposing her panties.  At first, she does 
not realize why the audience is laughing at her.  Then she discovers the hole and becomes even 
angrier with DAME GERTRUDE. 

 
Come, you spirits that tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, 
and fill me from the crown to the toe top-full of direst cruelty!  
Make thick my blood;  
Stop up the access and passage to remorse,  
that no compunctious visitings of nature shake my fell purpose! 
Come to my woman's breasts, and take my milk for gall, Gertrude. 
Leave all the rest to me. 
 
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 

DAME JULIET exits the Stage stage right and enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 DAME GETRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Fie upon’t! foh! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
How do you explain this? 
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 DAME JULIET holds up the letter. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
A little joke. 
 
DAME JULIET 
And this? 
 
 DAME JULIET shows the hole in her costume to DAME GERTRUDE. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE innocently: 
A big moth. 
 
DAME JULIET suspiciously: 
More likely a big rat. 
 

In Queen Gertrude’s Closet Scene, DAME JULIET pretends to be a “moth” behind the arras.  
DAME GERTRUDE slays the “rat.” 

 
DAME GERTRUDE innocently: 
Would you like me to sew it up for you? 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE holds up the fabric that she cut out of DAME JULIET’s costume. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
As you sew so shall you reap. 
We but teach bloody instructions, which, being taught, return to plague the inventor:  
This even-handed justice commends the ingredients of your poison'd chalice to your own lips. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vii.  our.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE innocently: 
I hope you don’t think that I had anything to do with this. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
To show an unfelt sorrow is an office which the false woman does easy. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  man.] 
There’s daggers in woman’s smiles. 
 [Donalbain, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  men’s.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Don’t you mean scissors? 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE holds up open scissors, then snaps the scissors shut. 
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DAME JULIET: 
How hath I borne in hand cross’d instruments?   
 DAME JULIET holds up the letter. 
Who wrought with them?  
And all things else  
 DAME JULIET shows the hole in her costume. 
that might to half a soul and to a notion crazed say “Thus did Gertrude.” 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  Banquo.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
You’re lucky you have a duplicate costume.  You go on again in a few minutes. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE has put itching powder in DAME JLIET’s duplicate costume. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Let us not be dainty of leave-taking. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
 DAME JULIET exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act I scene iv 
Lady Macbeth and Macbeth Plot Murder 

(Macbeth Act I scene vii) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME GERTRUDE has put itching powder in DAME JULIET’s duplicate costume.  
As the scene progresses, DAME JULIET itches and twitches more and more. 

  
The stage lights remain up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
 DAME GERTRUDE stands in her dressing room. 
 
 The following monolog gives DAME JULIET time to quickly put on a new skirt without a hole in it. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE 
The play ‘s the thing wherein I’ll scratch the conscience of the queen. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  catch, king.] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE looks at the powder on her hands. 
 
What hands are here? ha!  
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this powder clean from my hand? 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii.  blood.] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE washes the powder off her hands in a basin of water. 
 
A little water clears us of this deed: How easy is it, then! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
To know my deed, ‘twere best not know myself. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
I am afraid to think what I have done; Look on't again I dare not. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE shrugs her shoulders and changes her mind.  
 
I’ll mark the play. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE gleefully watches from her dressing room doorway for the itching powder to 
take effect. 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
 SIR REX/Macbeth and DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth stand on the Stage. 
  
 The following dialog is adapted from Macbeth Act I scene vii. 
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SIR REX/Macbeth: 
King Duncan is here in double trust; 
First, as I am his kinsman and his subject, strong both against the deed;  
Then, as his host, who should against his murderer shut the door, not bear the knife myself. 
We will proceed no further in this business: 
He hath honour'd me of late. 
 

DAME JULIET begins to twitch slightly and to scratch herself lightly.  As the scene progresses, her 
twitching and scratching become more intense. 

 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Art thou afeard to be the same in thine own scratch, act and valour as thou art in desire? 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
I dare do all that may become a man; 
Who dares do more is none. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
When you durst do it, then you were a man. 
I have given suck, and know how tender 'tis to love the babe that milks me: 
I would, while it was smiling in my face, have pluck'd my nipple from his boneless gums, 
and dash'd the brains out, had I so sworn as you have done. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE throws a baby doll at DAME JULIET’s feet. 
 DAME JULIET picks up the baby doll and uses it to scratch her chest. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
If we should fail? 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
We fail!  Me fail! 
But screw your courage to the itching-place, sticking-place and we'll not fail. 
 

DAME JULIET vigorously rubs her back up and down against SIR REX to scratch the itching-place 
on her back.  DAME JULIET looks back over her shoulder at SIR REX. 

 
When Duncan and his two guards are asleep, we’ll do’t. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth cautiously optimistic: 
Will it not be received, when we have mark'd with blood those sleepy two of his own chamber 
and used their very daggers, that they have done't? 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth confidently: 
Who dares receive it other, as we shall make our griefs and clamour roar upon his death? 
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SIR REX vigorously rubs his hands up and down the length of DAME JULIET’s arms to scratch 
them. 

 
SIR REX/Macbeth confidently: 
I am settled, and bend up each corporal agent to this terrible feat. 
Away, and mock the time with fairest show. 
 
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 
 DAME JULIET exits the Stage stage right and enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 DAME JULIET continues to scratch herself. 
 DAME GERTRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
O horror, horror, horror!  
Tongue nor heart cannot conceive nor name thee! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
Try. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I’m too much of a lady. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
Go ahead. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Excellent well; you are a fishmonger. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
Pooh! you speak like a green girl. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
Try harder. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
A painted devil. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET:  
Is that the best you can do? 
 
DAME JULIET: 
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The devil damn thee black! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
That’s better. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Not in the legions of horrid hell can come a devil more damn'd in evils to top you. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  Macbeth.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
Oh, that’s much better. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
An all-thing unbecoming. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
Rump-fed ronyon. 
 [First Witch, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
Thou cream-faced loon! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene iii] 
Thou shag-hair'd villain! 
 [Son, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
Pitiful to the eye. 
The mere despair of cosmetic surgery. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE taunting DAME JULIET: 
Now you’re getting personal. 
 
 SIR REX enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
SIR REX: 
What is amiss? 
 [Donalbain, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
She put itching powder in my costume. 
 
SIR REX to DAME JULIET: 
I prithee, contradict thyself, and say it is not so. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE innocently: 
It was the curse of Macbeth from the times past which held you so under misfortune,  
which you thought had been our innocent self. 
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 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  he, fortune.] 
Would you like me to scratch your back for you? 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE holds up a back scratcher. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Humph!  You’re lucky I have time to shower and change before I go on again. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Go make you ready. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act I scene v 
Ghost at the Feast 

(Macbeth Act III scene iv) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME GERTRUDE attempts to ruin this scene by appearing as the Ghost of 
Banquo.  DAME GERTRUDE recites from the Ghost of Hamlet’s Father and accuses DAME JULIET 
of adultery. 
 
Costume:  DAME GERTRUDE wears a white bedsheet with two eyeholes. 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 

SIR REX/Macbeth, DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth, and GUESTS stand on the Stage.  They are 
drinking wine. 

 
 The following dialog is adapted from Macbeth Act III scene iv and Hamlet Act I scene v. 
 
GUEST 1 cheerily: 
Please't your highness to grace us with your royal company. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
At first and last the hearty welcome. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
To all our friends, my heart speaks you are welcome. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
I drink to the general joy o' the whole room 
and to our dear friend Banquo, whom we miss; 
Would he were here!  
 
 SIR REX/Macbeth raises his glass. 
 
GUESTS: 
Thanks to your majesty. 
 

ALL drink. 
 DAME GERTRUDE as the Ghost of Banquo enters the Stage from stage right. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth terrified: 
Prithee, see there! behold! look! lo! how say you? 
 
 The GUESTS do not see the Ghost of Banquo and are perplexed by SIR REX/Macbeth’s behavior. 
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GUEST 2: 
What sights, my lord? 
 
GUEST 3: 
Gentlemen, his highness is not well. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Worthy friends: my lord is often thus, 
The fit is momentary; upon a thought he will again be well:  
If much you note him, you shall offend him and extend his passion: 
Regard him not. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
I do forget. 
Do not muse at me, my most worthy friends, 
I have a strange infirmity, which is nothing to those that know me.  
Come, love and health to all. 
 
 SIR REX/Macbeth raises his glass. 
 ALL drink.  

DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost points at DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth and beckons her to approach. 
SIR REX/Macbeth and DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth look confused because this is not in the script.  
They do not realize that DAME GERTRUDE is masquerading as the Ghost of Banquo until she 
speaks. 
The GUESTS look on in amazement for the rest of this scene. 

 
SIR REX confused: 
It beckons you to go away with it, as if it some impartment did desire to you alone. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
 
 DAME JULIET refuses to go. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I'll go no further. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly: 
Thou adulterate beast, with witchcraft of your wit, with traitorous gifts, -- 
O wicked wit and gifts, that have the power so to seduce! -- 
won to your shameful lust the will of my most seeming-virtuous husband. 
 
DAME JULIET whispers angrily to DAME GERTRUDE: 
Thou canst not say I did it;  
Never shake thy gory locks at me. 
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DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly to DAME JULIET: 
But, look, amazement on thy face sits. 
 [Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, Hamlet Act III scene iv.  mother.] 
 
DAME JULIET whispers angrily to DAME GERTRUDE:  
Fie, for shame! 
Why do I make such faces?  
When all's done, I look but on a fool. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly: 
O, what a falling-off was there! 
From me, whose love was of that dignity that it went hand in hand  
even with the vow I made to him in marriage,  
and to decline upon a witch whose natural gifts were poor to those of mine!  
 
DAME JULIET whispers angrily to DAME GERTRUDE: 
The ghost of Banquo is a nonspeaking part. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly: 
Virtue, as it never will be moved, though lewdness court it in a shape of heaven, 
So lust, though to a radiant angel link'd, will sate itself in a celestial bed, and prey on garbage. 
 
DAME JULIET angrily: 
Avaunt! and quit my sight! let the earth hide thee! 
 
SIR REX: 
What ho, that was my line. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly: 
O most pernicious woman! 
O villain, villain, smiling, damned villain! 
 
DAME JULIET angrily: 
Hence, horrible shadow! Unreal mockery, hence! 
 
SIR REX: 
That was my line too. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost ghostly: 
My hour is almost come, when I to sulphurous and tormenting flames must render up myself. 
Do not forget this visitation. 
 [Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
Adieu, adieu! Lady Macbeth, remember me. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE/Ghost exits the Stage stage right.   
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 The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 

GUEST 1 remains on the Stage so that he can play the DOCTOR in the next scene, the Lady 
Macbeth Sleepwalking Scene. 
SIR REX, GUEST 2, and GUEST 3 exit the Stage offstage left. 

 
 The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE enters her dressing room and removes the bedsheet.  

DAME JULIET enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
“Welcome to my parlor,” said the spider to the fly. 
What’s the newest grief? 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
Dost thou come here to whine? 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
I’ll rant as well as thou. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
It is not nor it cannot come to good. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I am one whom the vile blows and buffets of the world have so incensed  
that I am reckless what I do to spite the world. 
 [Second Murderer, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I bear a charmed life. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Despair thy charm. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Accursed be that tongue that tells me so. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE mocking fear: 
It harrows me with fear and wonder. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
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DAME JULIET: 
You’ll rue the time that clogs me with this answer. 
 [Lord, Macbeth Act III scene vi]  
Thou shouldst be afeared. 
As sparrows eagles, or the hare the lion. 
 [Sergeant, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
This murderous shaft that's shot hath not yet lighted. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Let my disclaiming from a purposed evil free me so far in your most generous thoughts, 
that I have shot mine arrow o'er the house, and hurt my friend. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  brother.] 
 
DAME JULIET 
Your arrows, too slightly timber'd for so loud a wind, 
will revert to your bow again, and not where you have aim'd them. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
It is you who will suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
Get thee gone. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
Or you’ll be late for your big scene. 
 
DAME JULIET mocking: 
Harpier cries ‘Tis time, ‘tis time. 
 [Third Witch, Macbeth Act IV scene i.  She is calling her a harpy.] 
 
 DAME JULIET exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I am stepp'd in so far that, should I wade no more, returning were as tedious as go o'er: 
Strange things I have in head, that will to hand; 
which must be acted ere they may be scann'd. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv.  in blood.] 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act I scene vi 
Lady Macbeth Sleepwalking 

(Macbeth Act V scene i) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME GERTRUDE plays the Gentlewoman.  She takes DAME JULIET, the 
sleepwalking Lady Macbeth, by the hand and interjects humorous solutions to Lady Macbeth’s 
problems as she leads her back to bed.  DAME JULIET remains in character as Lady Macbeth 
despite DAME GERTRUDE.  The DOCTOR watches the scene without reacting to DAME 
GERTRUDE’s adlibbing. 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman and the DOCTOR stand on the Stage and face stage right. 

DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman stands upstage of the DOCTOR so that she is not visible to the 
audience at first. 

 
 The following dialog is adapted from Macbeth Act V scene i. 
   
DOCTOR: 
Gentlewoman, I have two nights watched with you, but can perceive no truth in your report.  
When was it she last walked? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
Lo doctor, here she comes!  
This is her very guise; and, upon my life, fast asleep.  
Observe her; stand close. 
 

DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth, carrying a lighted candle in her left hand and sleepwalking, enters 
the Stage from stage right. 

 
DOCTOR: 
Her eyes are open. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
Ay, but their sense is shut. 
 
DOCTOR: 
Unnatural deeds do breed unnatural troubles:  
Infected minds to their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets. 
 
 DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth looks at a spot on her dress. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Yet here's a spot. 
Out, damned spot! out, I say! 
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DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman steps out from behind the DOCTOR so that the audience can 
now see her. 
The DOCTOR does not react to DAME GERTRUDE’s adlibbing. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
A little spot remover will take care of that. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Why, then, 'tis time to do't. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
Tomorrow will be soon enough. 
Have you tried counting sheep?  
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth counting spots on her dress: 
One: two:  
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
That’s it.  Keep counting. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Hell is murky! 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
We’ll say our prayers before I put you to bed. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman takes DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth by her left forearm to lead 
her back to bed. 

 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Fie, my lord, fie! a soldier, and afeard?  
What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to account? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
I’ll tell no one of your fear of the dark.   
A nice cup of hot cocoa will soon put you to sleep. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
You do talk such nonsense.  It’s just a bad dream. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
The thane of Fife had a wife: where is she now? 
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DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
Sound asleep in her bed as you should be. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth looking at her free hand: 
What, will these hands ne'er be clean? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
I told you not to peel beets without wearing gloves. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
No more o' that, my lord, no more o' that:  
You mar all with this starting. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
What are you going on about? 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Here's the smell of the blood still.  
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
It’ can’t be blood.  You’re long past menopause. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this ….  
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman interjects: 
I did notice a little body odor, but I didn’t want to mention it. 
A wash and a brush up will put that right. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Oh, oh, oh! 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
You better give me that candle before you burn the whole castle down. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman forcibly takes the candle from DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth and 
blows it out. 

 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Wash your hands, put on your nightgown. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
I will just as soon as I put you to bed. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
Look not so pale. 
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DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
A holiday in sunny Spain will remedy that. 
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
I tell you yet again, Banquo's buried;  
He cannot come out on's grave. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
Of course not.  No more watching zombie movies on telly before bedtime.   
 
DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth: 
To bed, to bed! there's knocking at the gate: 
Come, come, come, come, give me your hand.  
What's done cannot be undone. 
To bed, to bed, to bed! 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman: 
That’s just where we’re going.   
I’ll help you into your warm, woolen nightie and tuck you in.   
Would you like me to read you a bedtime story? 
Perhaps The Taming of the Shrew. 
 
DOCTOR: 
Look after her; 
Remove from her the means of all annoyance, 
And still keep eyes upon her. 
More needs she the divine than the physician. 
God, God forgive us all! 
 

DAME GERTRUDE/Gentlewoman leads DAME JULIET/Lady Macbeth off the Stage stage left. 
  
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 
 The DOCTOR exits the Stage offstage right. 
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Act I scene vii 
Catfight 

 
Scene Summary:  Immediately after Lady Macbeth’s Sleepwalking Scene, DAME GERTRUDE and 
DAME JULIET engage in a catfight over SIR REX.  DAME JULIET sheds her ladylike exterior in this 
scene and becomes “a new Gorgon.” 
 
The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

 
 DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET enter DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 DAME JULIET shakes loose from DAME GERTRUDE. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Approach my chamber, and destroy your sight with a new Gorgon. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  the chamber.] 
What's the business, that such a hideous trumpet calls to parley? 
Speak, speak! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
O gentle lady, ‘tis not for you to hear what I can speak: 
The repetition, in a woman's ear, would murder as it fell. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
I have words that would be howl'd out in the desert air, where hearing should not latch them. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
Thou’lt be afraid to hear it. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene vii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
How now, Hecate! you look angerly. 
 [First Witch, Macbeth Act III scene v] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
How now, you secret, black, and midnight hag! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act IV scene i.  hags.] 
Have I not reason, beldam as you are, saucy and overbold?  
How did you dare to trade and traffic with my husband in an affair? 
The mistress of your charms. 
The close contriver of all harms. 
And, which is worse, all you have done 
hath been but for a wayward husband, 
who, as others do, 
loves for his own ends, not for you. 
 [Hecate, Macbeth Act III scene v] 
 
DAME JULIET unconvincingly denying the affair: 
These are but wild and whirling words. 
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 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Come, come, you answer with an idle tongue. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Go, go, you question with a wicked tongue. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
So full of artless jealousy is guilt, 
it spills itself fearing to be spilt. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
There is a kind of confession in your looks which your modesties have not craft enough to colour. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
How now, Juliet, you tremble and look pale. 
Is not this something more than fantasy? 
What think you on ‘t? 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i.  Horatio.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The mind I sway by and the heart I bear 
shall never sag with doubt nor shake with fear. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Who tweaks me by the nose?  
Gives me the lie i' the throat, as deep as to the lungs?  
Who does me this? Ha! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
Do not believe his vows; for they are brokers, not of that dye which their investments show, 
But mere implorators of unholy suits, breathing like sanctified and pious bawds, the better to beguile. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
He will keep the word of promise to your ear and break it to your hope. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene viii.  our.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Poor prattler, how thou talk'st! 
 [Lady Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
When the blood burns, how prodigal the soul lends the tongue vows:  
These blazes, giving more light than heat, extinct in both, 
even in their promise, as it is a-making, you must not take for fire. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
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DAME JULIET: 
Thou speak'st with all thy wit: and yet, i' faith, with wit enough for thee. 
 [Lady Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
My husband is a prince, out of thy star. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  Lord Hamlet.] 
I love him highly and shall continue my graces towards him. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene vi.  We, our.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
He is a man.  Take him for all in all. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  was.] 
To be faithful, as this world goes, is to be one man picked out of ten thousand. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  honest.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Out, out thou strumpet! 
 [First Player, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
This is my dressing room. 
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Act I scene viii 
Lady Macbeth’s Suicide 

(Macbeth Act V scenes iii and v) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET are engaged in a catfight in DAME 
JULIET’s dressing room.  SIR REX and the DOCTOR are on the Stage and try to continue 
performing despite the catfight noise coming from DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  On cue for 
Lady Macbeth’s suicidal jump to her death, DAME GERTRUDE throws DAME JULIET on the Stage.  
DAME JULIET falls flat on her face. 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 

The stage lights remain up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
 SIR REX/Macbeth and the DOCTOR stand on the Stage.   
 SIR REX/Macbeth holds a lighted, trick candle. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET stand face-to-face in DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 

The following dialog between SIR REX/Macbeth and the DOCTOR is adapted from Macbeth Act V 
scene iii. 

 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
How does your patient, doctor? 
 
DOCTOR: 
Not so sick, my lord, as she is troubled with thick coming fancies, that keep her from her rest. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Let your ears despise my tongue for ever. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  not despise.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Had I three ears, I’ld hear thee. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
Cure her of that. 
Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased, 
pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, 
raze out the written troubles of the brain, 
and with some sweet oblivious antidote 
cleanse the stuff’d bosom of that perilous stuff which weighs upon the heart? 
 
DOCTOR: 
Therein the patient must minister to herself. 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
Get you gone to the pit of Acheron unto a dismal and fatal end 
 [Hecate, Macbeth Act III scene v] 
that a swift blessing may soon return to this our suffering marriage under a hand accursed! 
 [Lennox, Macbeth Act III scene vi.  suffering country.] 
 
 DAME JULIET runs out of things to say. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I have no words. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Her purse is empty already; all her golden words are spent. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  his] 
Cat got you tongue? 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE turns to leave DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
Throw physic to the alley cats!  I mean, dogs. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Turn, hell-hound, turn! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act V scene viii] 
Thou hadst been better born a dog than answer my waked wrath! 
 [Othello, Othello Act III scene iii] 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
Doctor, the thanes fly from me. 
If thou couldst, doctor, cast the water of my land, find her disease, 
and purge it to a sound and pristine health. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Lay on, Macduff! 
And damn'd be she that first cries, “Hold, enough!” 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene viii.  him.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The very firstlings of my heart shall be the firstlings of my hand. 
And even now, to crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done.  
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
I am Bellona.  I shalt confront thee point against point, arm ‘gainst arm,  
curbing thy lavish spirit until victory falls on me. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
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DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET engage in hand-to-hand combat.  They vocalize the sounds 
of a struggle. 

 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
What rhubarb, cyme, or what purgative drug, would scour these English hence?  
Hear'st thou of them? 
 

The DOCTOR looks toward the noise of fighting in DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DOCTOR: 
Ay, my good lord;  
Your royal preparation makes us hear something. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
I will not be afraid of death and bane, 
Till Birnam forest come to Dunsinane. 
 
 The DOCTOR looks toward the noise of fighting in DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DOCTOR to the audience: 
Were I from this theatre away and clear, 
profit again should hardly draw me here. 
 

The following dialog between SIR REX/Macbeth and the DOCTOR is adapted from Macbeth Act V 
scene v. 

 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
Hang out our banners on the outward walls; 
The cry is still “They come:” 
I'll fight till from my bones my flesh be hack'd. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I will fight with thee upon this theme until my eyelids will no longer wag. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i.  him.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I’ll fight till I unseam thee from the nave to the chaps and fix thy head upon our battlements. 
 [Sergeant, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
 
 The DOCTOR pops his head into DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DOCTOR: 
We’re trying to put on a show, 
gentle women, peace ho! 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET stop fighting long enough to respond. 
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DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET simultaneously: 
Sod off! 
 
 The DOCTOR returns to the Stage. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
What is that noise? 
 
DOCTOR: 
It is the cry of women, my good lord. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
I have almost forgot the taste of fears; 
The time has been, my senses would have cool'd to hear a night-shriek. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE grabs DAME JULIET by the hair. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
“Shriek!”  My hair! 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
And my fell of hair would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir as life were in't:  
I have supp'd full with horrors; 
Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts cannot once start me. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I will not yield, to kiss the ground before your feet. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene viii. young Malcolm’s feet] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Then kiss the ground before my husband’s feet. 
At one fell swoop! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Help me hence, ho! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE throws DAME JULIET out of her dressing room and onto the Stage. 
 DAME JULIET falls flat on her face and cries out as she hits the Stage floor. 
 There is the sound effect of a “THUD” as DAME JULIET hits the Stage floor. 
 
DAME JULIET moans: 
Oh! 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth: 
Wherefore was that cry? 
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 The DOCTOR rushes over to DAME JULIET’s upstage side and feels her pulse. 
 
DOCTOR: 
The queen, my lord, is dead. 
I think she is really dead. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE stands in DAME JULIET’s dressing room doorway. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
And so, her knell is knoll’d. 
 [Siward, Macbeth Act V scene viii.  his.] 
 

DAME JULIET looks up and addresses the audience. 
 
DAME JULIET to the audience: 
At least I died with harness on my back. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene v.  we’ll die, our.] 
 
 DAME JULIET drops her face back on the Stage floor. 
 
SIR REX/Macbeth solemnly: 
She should have died hereafter; 
There would have been a time for such a word. 
To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,  
creeps in this petty pace from day to day to the last syllable of recorded time, 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty death.  
Out, out, brief candle! 
 SIR REX attempts to blow out the trick candle, but it relights itself. 
Out, out brief candle! 

SIR REX continues to blow forcefully on the trick candle, but without success.   
He gives up on the candle and his performance.  

Out, out … of breath. 
I’m out of here. 
Life's but a walking shadow,  
a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more. 
 

SIR REX dejected exits the Stage offstage right. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE to the audience: 
It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. 
 

The DOCTOR remains at DAME JULIET’s upstage side. 
 
DOCTOR to the audience: 
Confusion now hath made his masterpiece! 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
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DAME JULIET looks up and addresses the audience. 

 
DAME JULIET to the audience: 
Threescore and ten I can remember well: 
Within the volume of which time I have seen hours dreadful and things strange;  
but this sore night hath trifled former knowings. 
 [Old Man, Macbeth Act II scene iv] 
My revenge will come. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act IV scene vii] 
 
 DAME JULIET drops her face back on the Stage floor. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE to the audience: 
The croaking raven doth bellow for revenge. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
Macbeth! Macbeth!! Macbeth!!! 
 [First and Second Apparitions, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
The curse of Macbeth! 
 
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage and on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

The curtain comes down on Act I. 
 

The audience applauds. 
 

Intermission. 
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Act II scene i 
The Curse of Lady Macbeth 

(Macbeth Act IV scene i) 
 

Scene Summary:  DAME JULIET calls on evil spirits and a sleeping potion to ruin DAME 
GERTRUDE’s performance.  DAME JULIET intends the sleeping potion for DAME GERTRUDE, but 
HAMLET drinks it instead.  HAMLET falls asleep during his “to be or not to be speech.” 
 
The curtain rises on Act II. 

 The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 

Set:  There is a stewpot on a hotplate on a small table in front of the chaise longue in DAME 
JULIET’s dressing room.  A makeup towel covers the stewpot and prevents steam from escaping 
until the makeup towel is removed. 

 
 DAME JULIET sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room.   
 
DAME JULIET: 
Gertrude placed the curse of Macbeth on me. 
Two can play at that game. 
I’ll place the curse of Lady Macbeth on her. 
No boasting like a fool; 
This deed I'll do before this purpose cool. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
By this curse, 
The spring, the head, the fountain of her talent is stopp'd;  
The very source of it is stopp'd. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  your blood.] 
 
“Ere the bat hath flown his cloister'd flight,  
ere black Hecate hath rung the yawning peal of night,  
there shall be done a deed of dreadful spite. 
Come, seeling night, scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day; 
And with thy invisible hand tear to pieces Gertrude’s play!  
Light thickens; and the crow makes wing to its rooky house: 
Good things of day begin to droop and drowse; 
While night's black agents to their preys do rouse.” 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
 

DAME JULIET addresses the audience. 
 
Thou marvell'st at my words: but hold thee still; 
Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
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DAME JULIET removes the makeup towel covering the stewpot.  Steam rises from the stewpot.  
As she recites the following speech, she puts ingredients into the stewpot and stirs with a long 
wooden spoon. 
 
The following monolog is adapted from Macbeth Act IV scene i. 

 
“Round about the cauldron go; 
In the poison'd entrails throw. 
Eye of newt and toe of frog, 
Wool of bat and tongue of dog, 
Adder's fork and blind-worm's sting, 
Lizard's leg and owlet's wing, 
For a charm of powerful trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 
 
Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, 
Witches' mummy, maw and gulf 
Of the ravin'd salt-sea shark, 
Root of hemlock digg'd i' the dark, 
Liver of blaspheming few, 
Gall of goat, and slips of yew 
Silver'd in the moon's eclipse, 
Nose of Turk and Tartar's lips. 
 
Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.” 
 
An eternal curse fall on you! 
 

DAME JULIET explains to the audience. 
 
Well, it works every time onstage. 
But yet I'll make assurance double sure. 
In case the curse does not work, 
let a sleeping powder do its worse. 
 
 DAME JULIET sprinkles a sleeping powder from a shaker into the stewpot. 
  
I forgot to add the most important ingredient.   
I must get some sow’s blood that hath eaten her nine farrow. 
 [First Witch, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
 

DAME JULIET exits her dressing room to get the sow’s blood. 
 HAMLET enters DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
HAMLET: 
Auntie Juliet?   
Where is the beauteous majesty of Scotland? 
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 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act IV scene v.  Denmark.] 
It’s your nephew, Hamlet. 
Not here.  Oh, brown Windsor soup.  It smells delicious.   
I always get hungry during a matinee performance. 
 
 HAMLET tastes the potion with the long wooden spoon. 
 
HAMLET: 
Hmm, needs salt. 
 

HAMLET, believing the shaker to be for salt, sprinkles more sleeping powder into the stewpot 
and drinks the entire potion. 

 DAME JULIET, carrying a bottle of sow’s blood, enters her dressing room. 
 
HAMLET: 
Where hast thou been, auntie? 
 [First Witch, Macbeth Act I scene iii.  sister.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Killing swine. 
 [Second Witch, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
 DAME JULIET holds up a bottle of sow’s blood. 
 
HAMLET: 
The soup was delicious. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
‘Twas not meant for thee, Hamlet. 
 
HAMLET: 
Sorry.  I was hungry. 
Give me leave. 
 [First Gravedigger, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
‘Tis time for my big speech. 
 

HAMLET exits DAME JULIET’s dressing room and enters the Stage from stage left. 
 
DAME JULIET resigned to what is going to happen: 
Things without all remedy should be without regard: what's done is done. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii]  
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Act II scene ii 
To Sleep; Perchance to Dream 

(Hamlet Act III scene i) 
 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 The stage lights remain up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
 HAMLET stands alone on the Stage. 
 As HAMLET delivers the speech, he becomes more and more sleepy. 

DAME JULIET watches HAMLET from her dressing room doorway. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Couch me awhile, and mark. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  we.] 
 
 The following monolog is adapted from Hamlet Act III scene i. 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
To be, or not to be, that is the question, 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
or to take  

HAMLET yawns.   
yawns, arms against a sea of troubles, and by opposing end them? 
To die: to sleep;  

HAMLET snores.   
To snore, no more. 
And by a sleep to say we end the heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to,  
'Tis a consummation devoutly to be wish'd.   
 
DAME JULIET: 
For some must watch, while some must sleep. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
HAMLET more sleepily: 
To die, to sleep; To sleeeeep: perchance to dreeeeam:  

HAMLET rubs his face to try to wake himself. 
Ay, there's the rub;   
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come when we have shuffled off this mattress coil,  
must give us pause. 
 
 HAMLET pauses and then collapses asleep on the Stage floor and snores humorously. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The attempt and not the deed confounds us. 

[Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
Our wills and fates do so contrary run that our devices still are overthrown. 
 [Player King, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
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SIR REX and DAME GERTRUDE enter the Stage from stage right and drag the sleeping HAMLET 
off the Stage into DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
The stage lights go dark on the Stage and on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
In the dark, the hotplate and small table are returned to the stage left corner of DAME JULIET’s 
dressing room. 
The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
SIR REX and DAME GERTRUDE lay HAMLET on the chaise longue.  
HAMLET kisses SIR REX’s hand. 

 
HAMLET sleepily to SIR REX: 
Sweet, leave me here awhile; 
I would beguile the tedious day with sleep. 
 [Player King, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
This is a sorry sight. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
Quick, coffee. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE pours coffee down HAMLET’s throat to wake him. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Hamlet, do not sleep, but let me hear from you. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
Sleeping within my orchard, my custom always of the afternoon. 
 [Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
SIR REX: 
What is a man, if his chief good and market of his time be but to sleep and feed?  
A beast, no more. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act IV scene iv] 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
Me thought I heard a voice cry, “Sleep no more!” 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
I said, “beast no more.” 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
Still it cried, “Sleep no more!” 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
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SIR REX: 
Awake, awake!  Shake off this downy sleep, death’s counterfeit.  Up, up. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
He goes on again in a few minutes.  Help me walk him around.  Stand him up. 
 
 SIR REX and DAME GERTRUDE hold up HAMLET and help him to walk. 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
How stand I then, that have a father kill'd,  
 HAMLET looks at SIR REX as his father. 
a mother stain'd, 

HAMLET looks at DAME GERTRUDE as his mother. 
excitements of my reason and my blood, and let all sleep? 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act IV scene iv] 
 
SIR REX: 
Go get some water 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
to splash on his face. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE throws a basin of water in HAMLET’s face. 
 
HAMLET sleepily: 
Here lies the water; good: here stands the man; good; 
If the water come to him and drown him, he drowns not himself: 
Argal, he is not guilty of his own death. 
 [First Gravedigger, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 
 HAMLET wakes and sees that he is wet. 
 
Take you me for a sponge, my lady? 
 [Rosencrantz, Hamlet Act IV scene ii.  lord.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
A knavish speech sleeps in a foolish ear. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act IV scene ii] 
 
HAMLET: 
‘Twas not poured in my ear. 
No, no, the drink, the drink. 
O my dear auntie. 
The drink, the drink! I am poison'd. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  Hamlet.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I knew she was behind it. 
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Break not your sleeps for that:  
You must not think that we are made of stuff so flat and dull 
that we can let our self be shook with danger and think it pastime. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii.  our beard.] 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act II scene iii 
Queen Gertrude’s Closet 
(Hamlet Act III scene iv) 

 
The stage lights come up on the Stage. 

 
Set:  There is an arras (tapestry) across the rear of the Stage.  There is a heavy candlestick on a 
candlestand. 

 
 DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude stands on the Stage. 
 DAME JULIET, pretending to be Polonius, hides behind the arras. 
 HAMLET enters the Stage from stage right.   He is still wet, but he is awake. 
 
 The following dialog is adapted from Hamlet Act III scene iv. 
 
HAMLET: 
Mother, in my heart there was a kind of fighting, that would not let me sleep:  
Methought I lay worse than the mutines in the bilboes. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  Sir.] 
A bloody deed!  Kill a king and marry with his brother. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
Kill a king?! 
Alas, he’s mad! 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude wrings her hands. 
 
HAMLET: 
It is not madness that I have utter’d. 
Leave wringing of your hands: 
And let me wring your heart;  
For so I shall, if it be made of penetrable stuff. 
 

DAME JULIET is behind the arras and flaps the arras wildly.  Polonius is supposed to be behind 
the arras discreetly listening. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude distracted by the flapping arras: 
What have I done, that thou darest wag thy arras, thy tongue in noise so rude against me? 
 
HAMLET: 
Such an act that blurs the grace and blush of modesty, calls virtue hypocrite. 
To live in the rank sweat of an enseamed bed, stew'd in corruption,  
honeying and making love over the nasty sty. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
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O Hamlet, speak no more: 
Thou turn'st mine eyes into my very soul. 
 
HAMLET: 
O shame! Where is thy blush? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
O, speak to me no more; 
These words, like daggers, enter in mine ears. 
 
DAME JULIET whispers from behind the arras: 
Don’t you mean scissors? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE whispers angrily to DAME JULIET behind the arras: 
Stop that.  I know who’s back there. 
 
 DAME JULIET flaps the arras. 
 
HAMLET: 
To whom do you speak this? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
No one. 
 
 DAME JULIET flaps the arras. 
 
HAMLET: 
Do you see nothing there? 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE stands in front of the arras to try to hide the flapping. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
Nothing at all; yet all that is I see. 
 
HAMLET: 
What ho, mother, behind the arras? 
 
DAME JULIET loudly from behind the arras: 
A big moth. 
 
HAMLET: 
Nor did you nothing hear? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
No, nothing but ourselves. 
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 DAME GERTRUDE strikes the arras with a candlestick.   
 There is the sound effect of a “CLANK!” as DAME GERTRUDE strikes. 

There is the sound effect of a “THUD!” as DAME JULIET drops to the floor. 
 DAME JULIET pulls the arras down over herself as she falls.  
 
HAMLET: 
O me, what hast thou done? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
A big rat. 
 
 In Hamlet, Hamlet thinks that Polonius behind the arras is a rat and slays him. 
 
DAME JULIET from under the arras: 
And like a rat without a tail, I’ll do, I’ll do, and I’ll do. 
 [First Witch, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE whispers angrily to DAME JULIET under the arras: 
Thou wretched, rash, intruding fool, farewell!   
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
 DAME JULIET, with the arras on top of her, crawls stage left toward her dressing room. 
 
HAMLET: 
Why, look you there! look, how it steals away! 
Look, where it goes, even now, out at the portal! 
 

DAME GERTRUDE kicks DAME JULIET in the butt.  
DAME JULIET jumps high, then continues to crawl stage left toward her dressing room. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Hoisted by her own petard. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE hits DAME JULIET on the head with the candlestick. 
There is the sound effect of a “CLANK!” as DAME GERTRUDE strikes. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
O, I am slain! 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 

DAME JULIET drops flat on the floor and stops moving. 
There is the sound effect of a “THUD!” as DAME JULIET drops to the floor. 

 
HAMLET: 
O, what a rash and bloody deed is this! 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
How now! a rat. Dead, for a ducat, dead! 
This rat is now most still, most secret, and most grave, 
who was in life a foolish prating knave. 
I'll lug the guts into the neighbour room. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE starts to pull the arras and DAME JULIET off the Stage stage left toward DAME 
JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
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Act II scene iv 
Ophelia’s Madness 

(Hamlet Act IV scene v) 
 

Costume:  OPHELIA wears a gossamer gown that shows off her sexy figure and large bust. 
 
The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
DAME JULIET sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room.  She holds an icepack on her head. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
I have scotched the snake, not kill’d it; 
She'll close and be herself,  
while my poor malice remains in danger of her former tooth. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii.  We, our.]  
I am yet but young in deed. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv.  We are.] 
Next time, I’ll leave no rubs nor botches in the work. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
My power is ready; 
My lack is nothing but my leave;  
Gertrude is ripe for shaking. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  Our, Macbeth.] 
I’ll see it done. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  

The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
 SIR REX/King Claudius and DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude stand on the Stage. 
 SIR REX/King Claudius is centerstage. 
 DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude is on his right side.  

OPHELIA enters the Stage from offstage left.  She is a distracted airhead.  She has a sexy, 
breathless voice and a sexy walk. 
 
The following dialog gives DAME JULIET time to change into the Ophelia costume. 

 
The following dialog is adapted from Hamlet Act IV scene v. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude whispers to SIR REX/King Claudius: 
Alas, look here, my lord. 
She is importunate, indeed distract: 
Her mood will needs be pitied. 
 
OPHELIA: 
I cannot choose but weep, to think they should lay him i' the cold ground. 
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OPHELIA sings sexily and breathlessly. 
White his shroud as the mountain snow,  
Larded with sweet flowers 
Which bewept to the grave did go 
With true-love showers. 
 
SIR REX/King Claudius: 
How do you, pretty lady?   
 

SIR REX puts his left arm around OPHELIA’s waist.  This is not in the script. 
OPHELIA likes SIR REX’s display of affection. 
DAME GERTRUDE looks jealous. 

 
OPHELIA sings sexily and breathlessly: 
To-morrow is Saint Valentine's day, 
All in the morning betime, 
And I a maid at your window, 
To be your Valentine. 

OPHELIA winks at SIR REX. 
Then up he rose, and donn'd his clothes, 
And dupp'd the chamber-door; 
Let in the maid, that out a maid 
Never departed more. 
 

SIR REX winks at OPHELIA. 
DAME GERTRUDE looks more jealous. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude suspicious of an affair: 
Alas, sweet lady, what imports this song? 
 
SIR REX/King Claudius: 
Pretty Ophelia! 
   

SIR REX squeezes OPHELIA closer.  This is not in the script. 
OPHELIA likes SIR REX’s display of affection.  
DAME GERTRUDE looks even more jealous. 

 
OPHELIA sings sexily and breathlessly: 
By Gis and by Saint Charity, 
Alack, and fie for shame! 

OPHELIA wags her left finger at shameful SIR REX. 
Young men will do't, if they come to't; 
By cock, they are to blame. 
Quoth she, “Before you tumbled me, 
You promised me to wed.” 
 OPHELIA jabs her left finger in SIR REX’s rib. 
He answers, “So would I ha' done, by yonder sun, 
An thou hadst not come to my bed.” 
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SIR REX: 
Ophelia, I feel yuh pain. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE angrily whispers to SIR REX: 
That’s not all you’re feelin’. 
 
 SIR REX, fearful of DAME GERTRUDE, releases OPHELIA. 

OPHELIA, distracted, sexily exits the Stage offstage left. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
How long hath she been thus? 
 

DAME GERTRUDE angrily thrusts her right finger into SIR REX’s rib on “thus.” 
SIR REX winces in pain. 

 
SIR REX/King Claudius: 
O, this is the poison of deep grief; it springs all from her father's death. 
We pray you, throw to earth, this unprevailing woe, and think of us as of a father. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE accusingly: 
She speaks much of her father as her winks, and nods, and gestures yield them. 
 
SIR REX trying to dispel DAME GERTRUDE’s suspicions: 
'Twere good she were spoken with; for she may strew dangerous conjectures in ill-breeding minds. 
 
 The preceding dialog gave DAME JULIET time to change into the Ophelia costume. 

 
DAME JULIET, as Ophelia, enters the Stage from stage left.  She carries a basket of flowers.  She 
mimics the sexy, breathless OPHELIA. 

 DAME GERTRUDE and SIR REX wonder what DAME JULIET is going to do. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE perturbed: 
How now, Ophelia! 
 

As each flower is named, DAME JULIET/Ophelia lovingly hands it to SIR REX. 
 
DAME JULIET/Ophelia: 
There's rosemary, that's for remembrance; pray, love, remember:  
and there is pansies. that's for thoughts. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE looks jealous. 
 
SIR REX trying to explain away the flirtation:  
A document in madness, thoughts and remembrance fitted. 
 
 As each flower is named, DAME JULIET/Ophelia angrily throws it at DAME GERTRUDE.  
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DAME JULIET/Ophelia: 
There's fennel for you, and columbines:  
there's rue for you; we may call it herb-grace o' Sundays:  
O you must wear your rue with a difference.  
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I already rue my wedding day. 
Is't possible, a young maid's wits  
should be as mortal as an old man's life? 
 
 SIR REX wants to escape DAME GERTRUDE’s wrath.  He decides to exit. 
 
SIR REX: 
Good night, ladies; good night, sweet ladies; good night, good night. 
 
DAME JULIET/Ophelia: 
Sweets to the sweet: farewell! 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
O, you false Danish dog! 
 
 SIR REX flees the Stage stage right toward DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  
 
SIR REX fleeing: 
Let Hercules himself do what he may, 
The cat will mew and dog will have his day. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE pursues SIR REX stage right. 
DAME JULIET/Ophelia angrily throws flowers after DAME GERTRUDE. 

 
DAME JULIET/Ophelia: 
There’s a daisy!  Some violence!  Crone flowers!  Nettles!  Take the whole blooming basket! 
 

DAME JULIET/Ophelia throws the basket after DAME GERTRUDE. 
 
The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
SIR REX and DAME GERTRUDE stand in her dressing room. 
 
The following dialog gives DAME JULIET time to change out of the Ophelia costume. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Well, well, well, 
 [Doctor, Macbeth Act V scene i] 
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who hired the cosmologist from Cambridge? 
 
SIR REX: 
She’s a cosmetologist from Bainbridge. 
I wanted to give the young thing a break. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE threateningly picks up a vase. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I’ll give you a break in a minute. 
 
SIR REX: 
Calmly, good Gertrude. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act IV scene v.  Laertes.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
If her brain was as big as her bust, she’d be another Stephen Hawking. 
You make marriage-vows as false as dicers' oaths. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
I'll not be juggled with! 
I’ll be revenged! 
And where the offense is let the great axe fall! 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE throws the vase at SIR REX.   
 SIR REX ducks, and the vase hits the dressing room wall. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
That it should come to this! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
Your pranks have been too broad to bear with. 
 [Polonis, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
SIR REX: 
Why, right; you are i’ the right. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Ay.  'Twould have anger'd any heart alive to hear you deny't. 
 [Lennox, Macbeth Act III scene vi.  the men.] 
 
SIR REX: 
Let me endure your wrath if’t be not so. 
 [Messenger, Macbeth Act V scene v] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Thou hast cleft my heart in twain. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
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SIR REX: 
I am thought-sick at the act. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
My lord, you once did love me. 
 [Rosencrantz, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
And do still. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
I offer up a weak poor innocent lamb to appease an angry goddess. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii.  god.] 
 
DAME GERTUDE softening: 
Not that I think you did not love me; 
But that I know love is begun by time; 
And that I see, in passages of proof, time qualifies the spark and fire of it. 
There lives within the very flame of love a kind of wick or snuff that will abate it. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii.  love your father.] 
 
SIR REX sorrowfully: 
O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I. 
A dull and muddy-mettled rascal. 
Why, what an ass am I. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
An arrant knave. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v and Act III scene i] 
A king of shreds and patches. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
 SIR REX embraces DAME GERTRUDE. 
 
Love comforteth like sunshine after rain, 
But Lust's effect is tempest after sun; 
Love's gentle Spring doth always fresh remain, 
Lust's Winter comes ere Summer half be done; 
Love surfeits not, Lust like a glutton dies; 
Love is all truth, Lust full of forged lies. 

[Venus and Adonis lines 799-804] 
 
 SIR REX gets down on one knee. 
 DAME GERTRUDE does not know how to react. 
 
SIR REX: 
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Why are you silent? 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Such welcome and unwelcome things at once ‘tis hard to reconcile.  
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE thinks for a moment. 
 
Why, ‘tis a loving and a fair reply: 
This gentle and unforced accord sits smiling to my heart. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 

SIR REX proposes a rendezvous with DAME GERTRUDE in her dressing room at 6 pm, two hours 
before the show. 

 
SIR REX romantically: 
I desire to be with you in your chamber ere tonight’s performance.   
 
DAME GERTRUDE romantically: 
I shall obey, were you ten times our husband. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii.  We, she, mother.] 
O, yet I do repent me of my fury. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
Beshrew my jealousy! 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene i] 
 

SIR REX takes DAME GERTRUDE’s hand. 
 
SIR REX: 
Beggar that I am, I am even poor in thanks; but I thank you. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
Only I have left to say, more is thy due than more than all can pay. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Give me that man that is not passion's slave,  
and I will wear him in my heart's core,  
ay, in my heart of heart, as I do thee. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
Hold, hold, my heart. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
 SIR REX holds DAME GERTRUDE’s hand to his heart, kisses her hand, and then rises. 
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Let every man be master of his time till six at night. 
To make society the sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself till then alone. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  seven, supper-time.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Time be thine, and thy best graces spend it at thy will! 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
 The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act II scene v  
Sexy Rexy 

 
SIR REX SCHEDULES TWO MORE RENDEZVOUS 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
 SIR REX stands alone on the Stage. 

DAME JULIET enters the Stage from offstage right on her way to her dressing room stage left. 
SIR REX proposes a rendezvous with DAME JULIET in her dressing room at 6:30 pm, one and a 
half hours before the show. 

 
SIR REX: 
If you would grant the time, 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
shall we meet in your dressing room at say 6:30  
to summon up remembrance of things past? 
 [Sonnet 30] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Sweet remembrancer, 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
at your kind’st leisure. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
 

SIR REX takes DAME JULIET’s hand. 
 
SIR REX: 
I cannot but remember such things were, that were most precious to me. 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
In my mind’s eye, Rex, 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  Horatio.] 
the memory be green. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
For thy sweet love remember'd such wealth brings  
That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 
 [Sonnet 29] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Great happiness! 
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 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
O, wonderful! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
 SIR REX kisses DAME JULIET’s hand. 
 
Let every man be master of his time till six thirty at night. 
To make society the sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself till then alone. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  seven, supper-time.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Adieu, till you return at night. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
 
 DAME JULIET exits the Stage stage left to her dressing room.   

OPHELIA enters the Stage from offstage left.   
SIR REX proposes a rendezvous with OPHELIA on the Stage at 7 pm, one hour before the show. 

 
SIR REX: 
You yourself have of your audience been most free and bounteous. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
Upon the stage, 'twixt seven and eight, I'll visit you. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  platform, eleven, twelve.] 
And whatsoever else shall hap to-night, give it an understanding, but no tongue: 
I will requite your love. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  loves.] 
 
OPHELIA: 
Pray you, make haste. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX takes OPHELIA’s hand and kisses it. 
 
SIR REX: 
Let every man be master of his time till seven at night. 
To make society the sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself till then alone. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i.  supper-time.] 
Away! for every thing is seal'd and done that else leans on the affair. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene iii] 
 

OPHELIA exits the Stage offstage right. 
SIR REX stands alone on the Stage after arranging the three rendezvous. 
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SIR REX: 
That’s a half hour with my wife, a half hour with Juliet, and a whole hour with Ophelia  
before the curtain goes up. 
Would the night were come! 
Till then, sit still my soul. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
My plenteous joys, wanton in fulness, seek to hide themselves. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
 

FIRST VISIT TO DAME GERTRUDE 
 

The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
The stage lights remain up on the empty Stage. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
SIR REX enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  He carries an open bottle of champagne and 
two glasses. 

 
SIR REX: 
How does my wife? 
 [Macduff, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
My husband! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
You come most carefully upon your hour. 
 [Francisco, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
‘Tis now struck six. 
 [Bernardo, Hamlet Act I scene i.  twelve.] 
 
SIR REX: 
Doubt thou the stars are fire; 
Doubt that the sun doth move; 
Doubt truth to be a liar; 
But never doubt I love. 

[Hamlet’s love letter to Ophelia, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
Be thou assured, if words be made of breath, and breath of life. 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
 SIR REX pours the champagne, takes a drink, and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
You would play upon me; 
You would seem to know my stops;  
You would pluck out the heart of my mystery;  
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You would sound me from my lowest note to the top of my compass. 
[Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 

 
SIR REX: 
Words, words, words. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
This is the very ecstasy of love.   

[Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene i] 
 
SIR REX 
Mad for thy love. 

[Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene i] 
  
SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
What a piece of work is a man!  
How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty!  
In form and moving how express and admirable!  
In action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god!  
The beauty of the world.   
The paragon of animals. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
A rhapsody of words. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
  

SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
 
What time is it? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Six thirty. 
 
SIR REX: 
I’ll be back anon. 
Most humbly do I take my leave, my lady. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii.  lord.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Repair thou to me with as much speed as thou wouldst fly death. 
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 [Hamlet’s letter to Horatio, Hamlet Act IV scene vi] 
 

SIR REX nonchalantly exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 

The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  
 
SIR REX aside outside DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room: 
Thou sure and firm-set stage, hear not my steps, which way they walk,  
for fear thy very boards prate of my whereabout, 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i.  earth, stones.] 
and tell Gertrude where I go’st. 
 

FIRST VISIT TO DAME JULIET 
 

SIR REX crosses the Stage to DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 
SIR REX as he crosses the Stage: 
Thus with his stealthy pace, with Tarquin's ravishing strides, towards his design moves like a ghost. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene i] 
 
SIR REX aside outside DAME JULIET’s dressing room: 
She did command me to call timely on her: 
I have almost slipp'd the hour. 

[Macduff, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  He, her.] 
 
 The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
 The stage lights remain up on the empty Stage. 
 

DAME JULIET sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
SIR REX enters DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  He carries an open bottle of champagne and two 
glasses. 

 
SIR REX: 
I’m late. 
But I shall crave your pardon. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Your absence, sir, lays blame upon your promise.  
Please't to grace us with your company. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act III scene iv.  his, your highness, royal company] 
 
SIR REX: 
Fair and noble mistress, I am your guest to-night. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene vi.  hostess, we are.] 
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 SIR REX pours the champagne, takes a drink, and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
A happy prologue to the swelling act. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii.  The kiss is prelude to an erection.] 
Heaven’s breath smells wooingly here.  The air is delicate. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene vi] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The air nimbly and sweetly recommends itself unto our gentle senses. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene vi] 
 
SIR REX: 
Give me your hand. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene vi] 
 
 SIR REX holds DAME JULIET’s hand. 
 
Who can be wise, amazed, temperate and furious, loyal and neutral, in a moment?  
No man: 
The expedition, my violent love, outruns the pauser, reason. 
Who could refrain, that had a heart to love,  
and in that heart courage to make ‘s love known? 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Come on; Gentle my lord, sleek o'er your rugged looks; 
Be bright and jovial. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
So shall I, love; and so, I pray, be you. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
What hour now? 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Seven. 
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SIR REX: 
I take my leave of you. 
Shall not be long but I’ll be here again. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
 

SIR REX nonchalantly exits DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  
 

The stage lights go dark on DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  
 

FIRST VISIT TO OPHELIA 
 

OPHELIA enters the Stage from offstage right and stands on the Stage midway between the two 
dressing rooms. 

 
SIR REX aside: 
On the primrose path of dalliance I tread. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 

SIR REX meets OPHELIA on the Stage.  He carries an open bottle of champagne and two glasses. 
 
SIR REX: 
The fair Ophelia! Nymph. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
Sweet Ophelia! 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
 
OPHELIA: 
Here, sweet lord, at your service. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
A violet in the youth of primy nature. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX pours the champagne, takes a drink, and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
 
In the morn and liquid dew of youth. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
O rose of May! 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
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OPHELIA: 
You are keen, my lord, you are keen. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
My will is not my own. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
You put me into a towering passion. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
 
OPHELIA: 
I am afeared you make a wanton of me. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
To flaming youth let virtue be as wax, and melt in her own fire:  
Proclaim no shame when the compulsive ardour gives the charge. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv.] 
Lose your heart, your chaste treasure open. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
OPHELIA: 
And you yourself shall keep the key of it. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
Doubt thou the stars are fire; 
Doubt that the sun doth move; 
Doubt truth to be a liar; 
But never doubt I love. 

[Hamlet’s love letter to Ophelia, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
OPHELIA: 
How romantic.  Did you make that up yourself? 
 

OPHELIA is dumb and does not realize that SIR REX is quoting from Hamlet even though she is 
playing Ophelia in Hamlet. 
SIR REX rolls his eyes because he cannot believe OPHELIA is that dumb. 

 
SIR REX: 
Yes, only for you. 
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OPHELIA: 
Words of so sweet breath composed as made the thing more rich. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene i.  things.] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
'Faith, I must leave thee, love, and shortly too. 
 [Player King, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
Haste me to return with wings as swift as thoughts of love. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
OPHELIA: 
I will stay till ye come. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act IV scene iii.  He.]  
 

SIR REX quickly crosses the Stage to DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 

SECOND VISIT TO DAME GERTRUDE 
 
SIR REX aside: 
Though this be madness, yet there is method in 't. 

[Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 

The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
SIR REX enters DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.   

 
SIR REX: 
What wouldst thou beg, Gertrude, that shall not be my offer? 
The head is not more native to the heart, 
the hand more instrumental to the mouth, 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  Laertes.] 
than I am to thee. 
 

SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately.   
 
DAME GERTRUDE swooning: 
O, that this too too solid flesh would melt, thaw, and resolve itself into a dew! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
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SIR REX: 
I would hang on thee, as if increase of appetite had grown by what it fed on. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  She, him.] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Your poor servant ever. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME GERTRUDE passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
I’ll be back anon. 
Your love, as mine to you: farewell. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii.  loves.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
With all my love I do commend me to you. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
SIR REX: 
Occasion smiles upon a second leave. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
Keep close within your chamber. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii] 
 

SIR REX quickly exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
SECOND VISIT TO OPHELIA 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
SIR REX aside: 
But there's no bottom, none, in my voluptuousness:  
your wives, your daughters, your matrons and your maids,  
could not fill up the cistern of my lust, and my desire. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX returns to OPHELIA on the Stage. 
 
SIR REX: 
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Doubt thou the stars are fire; 
Doubt that the sun doth move; 
Doubt truth to be a liar; 
But never doubt I love. 

[Hamlet’s love letter to Ophelia, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
OPHELIA: 
You said that already. 
 
SIR REX: 
I never. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
OPHELIA: 
My honour’d lord, you know right well you did. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
SIR REX: 
Who can be wise, amazed, temperate and furious, loyal and neutral, in a moment?  
No man: 
The expedition, my violent love, outruns the pauser, reason. 
Who could refrain, that had a heart to love,  
and in that heart courage to make ‘s love known? 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 
OPHELIA swooning: 
I see why they call you Sexy Rexy. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE WISES UP 
 

The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
The stage lights remain up on the Stage. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE, sitting in her dressing room, thinks that SIR REX is up to something. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE 
He hasn’t kissed me like this in years.   
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind. 

[Ophelia, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
The devil hath power t’ assume a pleasing shape. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
Mischief is afoot. 
 [Antony, Julius Caesar Act III scene ii] 
Or should I say, “a heel.” 
I wilt follow him close; give him good watch. 

mailto:dhmcd2025@gmail.com


USA copyright PAu 4-124-410 The Curse of Macbeth David Howard McDonnell 
  dhmcd2025@gmail.com  

83 
 

 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene v.  her.] 
 

DAME GERTRUDE exits her dressing room and enters the Stage from stage right.   
  
SIR REX to OPHELIA: 
I’ll return anon. 
O dear Ophelia, I love thee best, O most best, believe it. Adieu. 
 [Hamlet’s love letter, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 

SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses OPHELIA passionately. 
 
OPHELIA: 
Fare you well, my dove! 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
 

SIR REX runs into DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
DAME GERTRUDE sees SIR REX kiss OPHELIA and run into DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Before my God, I might not this believe without the sensible and true avouch of mine own eyes. 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
 

The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 

SECOND VISIT TO DAME JULIET 
 
 The stage lights come up on DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

The stage lights remain up on DAME GERTRUDE’s empty dressing room. 
 

DAME JULIET sits on the chaise longue in her dressing room. 
SIR REX enters DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 

 
SIR REX: 
Let your highness command upon me; 
to the which my duties are with a most indissoluble tie for ever knit. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
I shall in all my best obey you, madam. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene ii] 
 
DAME JULIET disagrees: 
Thy commandment all alone shall live within the book and volume of my brain. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene v] 
 
SIR REX disagrees: 
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But I obey, 
And here give up myself, in the full bent to lay my service freely at your feet, to be commanded. 
 [Guildenstern, Hamlet Act II scene ii.   we both, ourselves, our.] 
 

SIR REX kneels at DAME JULLIET’s feet.   
 
What I am truly is thine to command. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear, the arm'd rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 

SIR REX rises, takes a drink of champagne, and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
Let me enfold thee and hold thee to my heart. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
 
 SIR REX embraces DAME JULIET. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
There if I grow, the harvest is your own. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
SIR REX: 
And my more-having would be as a sauce to make me hunger more. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
 SIR REX takes a drink of champagne and kisses DAME JULIET passionately. 
 
I dare abide no longer. 
 [Messenger, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
I am so much a fool, should I stay longer. 
I take my leave at once. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
By your leave, mistress. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene vi.  hostess.] 
 
 SIR REX quickly exits DAME JULIET’s dressing room. 
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DAME JULIET suspicious: 
What a haste looks through his eyes! 
 [Lennox, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
There’s no art to find the mind’s construction in the face. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene iv] 
I will follow at foot. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene iii]  
 
 DAME JULIET exits her dressing room and enters the Stage from stage left. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE, DAME JULIET, AND OPHELIA WATCH SIR REX 
 

The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
The stage lights remain up on DAME GERTRUDE’s empty dressing room and on DAME JULIET’s 
empty dressing room. 
 
OPHELIA stands centerstage.   
DAME GERTRUDE stands on OPHELIA’s right side.   
DAME JULIET stands on OPHELIA’s left side.   
DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET have become wise to what SIR REX is up to.   
DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET have their arms folded across their chests.   
ALL watch SIR REX run back and forth between empty dressing rooms.   
SIR REX does not see DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET on the Stage.  He does not realize the 
dressing rooms are empty. 
 
SIR REX, without stopping, blows a kiss to OPHELIA as he rushes by on his way to DAME 
GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 

 
OPHELIA: 
And will he not come again? 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
 
SIR REX aside: 
Like a man to treble business bound, I stand in pause where I shall first begin, and all three neglect. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act III scene iii.  double, both.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
O, treble woe fall ten times treble on that cursed head. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 

SIR REX pops his head into DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room but does not see that it is empty. 
 
SIR REX: 
My honourable lady, I will most humbly take my leave of you. 
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 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  lord.] 
Back anon. 
 

SIR REX runs across the Stage to DAME JULIET’s dressing room.  He passes DAME GERTRUDE, 
DAME JULIET, and OPHELIA on the Stage without seeing DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET.  
OPHELIA raises her hand to get SIR REX’s attention.   
SIR REX waves her off without saying a word to her. 

 
SIR REX aside: 
Which one is she? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
We will fetters put upon this husband, which now goes too free-footed. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act III scene iii.  this fear.] 
 

SIR REX pops his head into DAME JULIET’s dressing room but does not see that it is empty. 
 
SIR REX: 
I'll call upon you straight: abide within. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Let the doors be shut upon him, that he may play the fool nowhere but in the doghouse. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i.  in ‘s own house.] 
 

SIR REX, stumbling drunk, runs across the Stage to DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  He passes 
DAME GERTRUDE, DAME JULIET, and OPHELIA on the Stage without stopping.   

 
SIR REX tired from running: 
Resolve yourselves apart: 
I'll come to you anon. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
 

SIR REX pops his head into DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room but does not see that it is empty. 
 
SIR REX: 
Anon, anon! I pray you. 
 [Porter, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
 

SIR REX suddenly realizes that he has just passed DAME GERTRUDE, DAME JULIET, and OPHELIA 
on the Stage.  SIR REX slowly turns around to face them. 

 
SIR REX drunk: 
Lechery, ladies, drink provokes, and unprovokes; 
it provokes the desire, but it takes away the performance:  
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therefore, much drink may be said to be an equivocator with lechery: 
it makes him, and it mars him;  
it sets him on, and it takes him off; 
it persuades him, and disheartens him;  
makes him stand to, and not stand to;  
in conclusion, equivocates him in a sleep,  
and, giving him the lie, leaves him. 
 [Porter, Macbeth Act II scene iii.  sir.] 
 

SIR REX passes out on the Stage floor. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
What, quite unmann'd in folly. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE observant of SIR REX: 
They say all lovers swear more performance than they are able  
and yet reserve an ability that they never perform,  
vowing more than the perfection of ten  
and discharging less than the tenth part of one. 

[Cressida, Troilus and Cressida Act III scene ii] 
Is it not strange that desire should so many years outlive performance? 

[Poins, Henry IV Part 2 Act II scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Now, as for you two. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE to OPHELIA: 
Get thee to a nunnery, go, and quickly too. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE to DAME JULIET: 
Stand not upon the order of your going, but go at once. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act III scene iv] 
 
 OPHELIA and DAME JULIET exit the Stage offstage left. 
 

The stage lights go dark on the Stage, on DAME GERTRUDE’s empty dressing room, and on 
DAME JULIET’s empty dressing room. 
 
SIR REX and DAME GERTRUDE exit to DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
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Act II scene vi 
Ophelia has Drowned! 

(Hamlet Act IV scene vii) 
 
Scene Summary:  At the following performance of Hamlet, SIR REX has a headache from too 
much champagne.  DAME GERTRUDE as Queen Gertrude speaks loudly.  She aggravates his 
headache, and he begs her to be quieter.  She ignores him and gets even louder because she is 
perturbed by his infidelity.  Before SIR REX goes on the Stage, he is seen with an icepack on his 
head and wearing dark glasses.   

 
 The stage lights come up on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  
 

SIR REX sits on the chaise longue in DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room.  He wears dark glasses 
because he is hungover. 

 DAME GERTRUDE stands nearby. 
 
SIR REX moaning softly: 
Oh, my head. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE hands SIR REX an icepack for his headache. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Diseases desperate grown by desperate appliance are relieved, or not at all. 

[King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene iii] 
 
SIR REX: 
Ay me, what act, that roars so loud, and thunders in the index? 
 [Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
You cannot call it love, for at your age the hey-day in the blood is tame. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
O, your offence is rank, it smells to heaven. 

[King Claudius, Hamlet Act III scene iii.  my.] 
 
SIR REX: 
The lady doth protest too much, methinks. 

[Queen Gertrude, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so. 

[Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
A man carrying the stamp of one defect, -- 
his virtues else -- be they as pure as grace, as infinite as man may undergo -- 
shall in the general censure take corruption from that particular fault. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
Now remains that we find out the cause of this effect, 
or rather say, the cause of this defect, 
for this effect defective comes by cause. 
 [Polonis, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
SIR REX: 
‘Tis but such wanton, wild and usual slips  
as are companions noted and most known to youth and liberty.  
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE incredulous: 
Youth? 
Your liberty is full of threats to all. 
 [King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene i.  his.] 
 
SIR REX: 
What I have done, that might your nature, honour and exception roughly awake,  
I here proclaim was madness. 
Was't Rex wrong'd Gertrude? Never Rex: 
If Rex from himself be ta'en away, and when he's not himself does wrong Gertrude, 
then Rex does it not, Rex denies it. 
Who does it, then? His madness:  
If't be so, Rex is of the faction that is wrong'd; 
His madness is poor Rex’s enemy. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE incredulous: 
Madness? 
 
SIR REX: 
I have a reputation to maintain.  I am Sexy Rexy. 
 
DAME GERTUDE incredulous: 
Reputation? 
 
SIR REX: 
I did but trifle. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act II scene i.  he.] 
It is but foolery. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
 DAME GERTUDE is unimpressed with SIR REX’s explanation. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 

mailto:dhmcd2025@gmail.com


USA copyright PAu 4-124-410 The Curse of Macbeth David Howard McDonnell 
  dhmcd2025@gmail.com  

90 
 

It is your cue. 
 [Beatrice, Much Ado About Nothing Act II scene i] 
 
SIR REX: 
O, I die, Gertrude. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  Horatio.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I do not set thy life at a pin’s fee. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv.  my, in.] 
I say, away! Go on; I’ll follow thee. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
 

SIR REX puts down the icepack, but he forgets to remove the dark glasses.  He rises. 
 
SIR REX as he exits: 
I am dead and gone, lady.  I am dead and gone. 
 [Ophelia, Hamlet Act IV scene v.  He is.] 
Save me and hover o’er me with your wings, you heavenly guards! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv] 
Adieu, adieu! Gertrude, remember me. 
 [Ghost of Hamlet’s father, Hamlet Act I scene v.  Hamlet.] 
 

SIR REX exits DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
That which hath made him drunk hath made me bold. 
What hath quenched him hath given me fire. 

[Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii.  them.] 
What is this quintessence of dust? 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless husband. 
O, vengeance. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act II scene ii.  villain.] 
 

The stage lights go dark on DAME GERTRUDE’s dressing room. 
The stage lights come up on the Stage. 

 
SIR REX/King Claudius and LAERTES stand on the Stage. 
SIR REX is in pain from a headache, but it also looks like he is overly empathetic to the death of 
Ophelia. 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude enters the Stage from stage right. 
DAME GERTRUDE is angry with SIR REX for his infidelity and purposely shouts at him, thus 
aggravating his headache. 

 
The following dialog between DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude and LAERTES is adapted from 
Hamlet Act IV scene vii. 
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SIR REX/King Claudius softly: 
How now, sweet queen. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude:  
One woe doth tread upon another's heel, so fast they follow.  
Your sister's Drown'd, Laertes! 
 
SIR REX: 
Soft! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iii and King Claudius, Hamlet Act IV scene vii] 
 
LAERTES: 
Drown'd! O, where?! 
 
SIR REX: 
Soft you now! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
There is a willow grows aslant a brook! 
There with fantastic garlands did she come! 
 
SIR REX: 
Prithee, peace. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
There an envious sliver broke! 
When down her weedy trophies and herself fell in the weeping brook!  
 
SIR REX: 
Peace, 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene iv and Horatio, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
if thou didst ever hold me in thy heart. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude: 
Her clothes spread wide; and awhile they bore her up! 
Which time she chanted snatches of old tunes! 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE vocalizes operatically loudly. 
 SIR REX drops to his knees and holds his head in pain. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
But long it could not be till that her garments, heavy with their drink, 
pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay to muddy death! 
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SIR REX falls to the Stage floor writhing in pain.  He looks like he is drowning in empathy for 
Ophelia. 

 
SIR REX: 
Hark! Peace! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene ii] 
 
LAERTES: 
Alas, then, she is Drown'd?! 
 
SIR REX: 
But hush! no more. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act III scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude shouting in SIR REX’s ear: 
Drown'd!! 
 
SIR REX: 
But soft! but soft! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene i] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE/Queen Gertrude shouting in SIR REX’s ear: 
Drown'd!!! 
 
SIR REX: 
But soft, behold! lo, where it comes again! 
 [Horatio, Hamlet Act I scene i] 
 
LAERTES: 
Too much of water hast thou, poor Ophelia! 
And therefore I forbid my tears!  
 
 SIR REX rises.  
 
SIR REX: 
Woe, alas! 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act II scene iii] 
I am justly kill’d with my own treachery. 

[Laertes, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
 SIR REX, retching, runs from the Stage offstage right. 
 
LAERTES: 
Adieu, my lord! 
 
DAME GERTRUDE:  
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A pestilence on him for a mad rogue! 
[First Gravedigger, Hamlet, Act V scene i] 

 
 The stage lights go dark on the Stage.  
 
 LAERTES exits the Stage offstage right. 
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Act II scene vii 
Finale:  Friends at Last 

 
Scene Summary:  DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET lose both the Olivier Award and SIR REX.  
They commiserate and become best friends. 

 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 

SIR REX, DAME GERTRUDE, and DAME JULIET stand on the Stage.  They are on their way to the 
Olivier Award Ceremony.   
SIR REX stands centerstage.   
DAME GERTRUDE is on his right side.  DAME GERTRUDE is no longer angry with SIR REX.   
DAME JULIET is on his left side.   
 
The following dialog is adapted from the three witches in Macbeth Act I scene i. 

 
SIR REX: 
It’s off to the Olivier Award ceremony.  I wish you both good luck. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
The time approaches that will with due decision make us know 
what we shall say we have and what we owe. 
Thoughts speculative their unsure hopes relate, 
But certain issue votes must arbitrate. 
 [Siward, Macbeth Act V scene iv.  strokes.] 
When shall we three meet again 
In thunder, lightning, or in rain? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
When the hurlyburly's done, 
When the award’s lost and won. 
 
SIR REX: 
That will be ere the set of sun. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Where the place? 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Upon this stage. 
 
SIR REX: 
There to meet with Mac me. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
I come, Olivier! 
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DAME GERTRUDE: 
Olivier calls. 
 
SIR REX: 
Anon! 
 
ALL: 
The weird sisters, hand in hand, 
Thus do go about, about. 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 

SIR REX, DAME GERTRUDE, and DAME JULIET turn upstage and hold hands to leave for the 
Olivier Award ceremony. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
Hail! 
 [Three Witches, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Hail! 
 
SIR REX: 
Hail!  Taxi! 
 

The stage lights go dark on the Stage. 
 

SIR REX quickly exits the Stage offstage right. 
 
 The stage lights come up on the Stage. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET stand on the Stage. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Let this pernicious hour stand aye accursed in the calendar! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act IV scene i] 
I can’t believe I lost. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I can’t believe I lost. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
It’s all your fault. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
It’s all your fault. 
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DAME JULIET: 
You sabotaged my chances. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
You sabotaged my chances. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
We did it to each other 
as two spent swimmers, that do cling together and choke their art. 
 [Sergeant, Macbeth Act I scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE agreeing: 
My loss comes not upon thee.   
Nor thine on me. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  Mine and my father's death come.] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
What we hath lost, Ophelia hath won. 
 [Duncan, Macbeth Act I scene ii.  he, noble Macbeth.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
But how? 
 
DAME JULIET speculates: 
The same way I did when I was her age.  She slept with all the judges. 
Our indiscretion sometimes serves us well. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
That's villainous and shows a most pitiful ambition in the fool that uses it. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
 DAME JULIET equivocatingly nods in possible agreement. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Wasn’t Rex supposed to meet us here? 
 

A MESSENGER enters the Stage from offstage right and bows to DAME GERTRUDE and DAME 
JULIET. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
How now! what news? 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene vii] 
What is your tidings? 
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 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Thou comest to use thy tongue; thy story quickly. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene v] 
 
MESSENGER to DAME GERTRUDE: 
Bless you, fair dame! 
 [Messenger, Macbeth Act IV scene ii] 
I have a message from Sir Rex. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
What does the two-timer have to say? 
 
MESSENGER: 
He has left you for another. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I knew it.  The three-timer has run off with that bleached blond bimbo with big boobs and little brains.  
He always did have a thing for Ophelias. 
 
MESSENGER: 
No, with Hamlet. 
 

DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET both look surprised at each other.  They had no idea that SIR 
REX had sex with men. 

 
DAME JULIET: 
Liar and slave! 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act V scene v] 
Thou’rt mad to say it. 
 [Lady Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
 
MESSENGER: 
So please you, it is true. 
 [Messenger, Macbeth Act I scene v] 
 
 The MESSENGER bows and exits the Stage offstage right. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE shrugging her shoulders: 
To thine own self be true. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
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O wonderful son, that can so astonish a mother! 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act III scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
What son?  Hamlet’s your nephew. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
No.  He’s really my son.  And Rex is his father.  I never told them. 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE is surprised.  She had no idea that SIR REX and DAME JULIET had a son. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Adultery and incest.   
Something is rotten in the state of Denmark. 
 [Marcellus, Hamlet Act I scene iv] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Come what come may,  
time and the hour runs through the roughest day. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
Give me your favour:  
My dull brain was wrought with things forgotten.  
Your pains are register'd.   
Let us think upon what hath chanced,  
and, at more time, the interim having weigh'd it,  
let us speak our free hearts each to other. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Very gladly. 
 [Banquo, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Till then, enough.  Come, friend. 
 [Macbeth, Macbeth Act I scene iii] 
 
 DAME GERTRUDE and DAME JULIET turn upstage, hold hands, and walk upstage. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Let us seek out some desolate shade, and there weep our sad bosoms empty. 
 [Malcolm, Macbeth Act IV scene iii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
Give me your pardon, Juliet; I’ve done you wrong. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  sir.] 
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DAME JULIET: 
I do receive your offer’d love like love. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act V scene ii.  sir.] 
Exchange forgiveness with me. 
 [Laertes, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
I embrace it freely. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
I wilt grapple thee to my soul with hoops of steel. 
 [Polonius, Hamlet Act I scene iii.  them, thy.] 
We spurned enviously at straws 
 [Gentleman, Hamlet Act IV scene v] 
when we could have been friends. 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Thriftless ambition wilt ravin up thine own life's means. 
 [Ross, Macbeth Act II scene iv.  that wilt.] 
 
DAME GERTRUDE: 
The very substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of a dream. 
 [Guildenstern, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
DAME JULIET: 
Truly, and I hold ambition of so airy and light a quality that it is but a shadow's shadow. 
 [Rosencrantz, Hamlet Act II scene ii] 
 
 There is a silent pause. 
 DAME GERTRUDE turns to address the audience. 
 
DAME GERTRUDE to the audience: 
The rest is silence. 
 [Hamlet, Hamlet Act V scene ii] 
 
 The stage lights go dark. 

The curtain comes down on the play. 
 
 The audience applauds. 
 
 Curtain calls. 
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