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THE GREEN DRESS 

By Rosemary House 

             

CHARACTERS: 

MARGARET     mid 70s  and 17-35 

LINDA       mid 70s and 17-35 

JOE   17-35 

MARY/ASSISTANT/   40s 
 
PAWNBROKER/MAN IN STREET any age  

The action switches between the present and the 1960s 

SET Set is minimal to allow pace.  Props should also be minimal enough for the action to 
move quickly from one scene to another.   A list appears at the end of the play 

  

COSTUMES    Quick change.   Dress can be covered with coat/dressing gown etc. 

Both Margarets and Lindas can be  the same actor. 
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THE GREEN DRESS 

     PRESENT DAY 

MARGARET  is in her bedroom sorting through a few things on her bed 

  Here it is.  This is the one.  So soft.   So swirly.   

(She holds it up to herself, sways, rock and roll music fades up.  She moves around…) 

MARY (offstage) 

Mum!     

(Music stops immediately.   Mary enters. ) 

Are you ready?  We’ll need to get home soon.   Sam will be back in a minute.  
And I want to get you settled in. 

MARGARET Won’t be a minute!   

(she hangs up the dress) 

 
1964 

An upmarket dress shop 
 
ASSISTANT  (enters) 

  Can I help you madam? 

MARGARET The dress. 

ASSISTANT Which one madam? 

MARGARET The  green one in the window.. 

ASSISTANT Ah…the green one…with the dropped waist and full sleeves. 

MARGARET Yes 

ASSISTANT The Mary Quant.   

MARGARET How much is it? 

ASSISTANT Three pounds ten shillings and sixpence. 

MARGARET Oh 

ASSISTANT Would you like to try it on? 
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MARGARET Er 

ASSISTANT One of her latest designs.  So versatile.   See how the skirt swirls, when you 

move.    The most heavenly green, don’t you think? 

MARGARET Yes.   It’s lovely.   But it’s too dear. 

ASSISTANT Special occasion? 

MARGARET No.   Maybe. 

ASSISTANT Go on, try it.   

MARGARET All right then.   

(She holds it up to herself, swirls, looks in 4th wall mirror)  

ASSISTANT It matches the colour of your eyes 

(Margaret sees Linda outside the shop egging her on to buy it.   She enters) 

LINDA  Mags, it’s lovely.   Go on! 

MARGARET I can’t.  It’s too much. 

LINDA  But you love it 

ASSISTANT You won’t regret it madam.   Only one in the shop 

MARGARET Wish I hadn’t seen it now 

LINDA Listen, I just got paid.   I’ll buy it.  You can pay me back 

ASSISTANT That’s a generous offer.   You should take it. 

MARGARET Well.   If you’re sure. 

LINDA It’ll be worth every penny. 

MARGARET All right. 

ASSISTANT Perfect.   I’ll just put it in a bag for you. 

(Linda pays.  They go out giggling and happy.  The assistant puts out an identical dress) 

 

   PRESENT DAY 

MARY I remember dressing up in it.  When I was  little  

MARGARET So pretty.   So soft.  So sw…. 

MARY swirly?   

MARGARET when we danced.  I spent all my wages on that dress, you know 

MARY Let’s take it with us. 
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    1964 

LINDA  ( calls)     

You coming Mags? 

MARGARET  Hang on!   

LINDA  All the good ones will be taken.   Hurry up!   Joe’s gonna be there. 

MARGARET Ready!  (she’s wearing the dress) 

LINDA Blimey,  Knock em dead.    

MARGARET Yeah?   What about you then?  

LINDA Gotta make an effort !   Joe’s gonna be there.  Come on ! 

(Lighting change with 60S music.  The girls dance together then JOE enters) 

JOE Linda!  What a sight for sore eyes!    

LINDA coyly Hello Joe.     Wasn’t expecting to see you here.    This is my  friend 
Margaret. 

JOE Charmed I’m sure…...  Well,  girls, what about a dance then? 

LINDA Excuse me a moment though.     I’m just going to powder my nose!   Don’t do 
anything I wouldn’t! 

MARGARET Gives us plenty of scope then!  (They laugh) 

  JOE Nice dress love.   

MARGARET Thanks.  Cost a packet! 

JOE How long you known Linda then? 

MARGARET Since we was girls. 

JOE At school together then? 

MARGARET No.   She lived on our street.   Up the posh end. 

JOE Oh, so she went to the grammar and you went to….. 

MARGARET Gasworks Secondary Modern yeah.   She’s the brainbox   

JOE Got everything has Linda. 

MARGARET I know. 
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JOE (laughs)   Come on love.   Let’s have a bop while we wait for her. 

MARGARET  All right then.   Why not?       

( They dance for a bit and then Linda comes back) 

JOE There she is!   

(To Margaret)  Thanks love.    Dance, Lind, or have I got to wait all night? 

LINDA Go on then.     S’all right Mags, you can dance with us  too! 

MARGARET No that’s OK I’ll just…….. (music fades) 

     

PRESENT DAY 

MARY That was the dress you wore when you first met him then.    

MARGARET It was love at first sight  …. For both of us.      

MARY I bet. 

MARGARET Good looking he was. 

MARY You must have looked lovely too …. In that. 

MARGARET I spent all my wages on that dress, you know. 

MARY Yes you told me. 

MARGARET We got on straight away….. and then of course….she stepped in 

     

1964 

MARGARET You knew I fancied him. 

LINDA I told you I liked him before we went. 

MARGARET We was getting on really well. 

LINDA It wasn’t my fault.   He asked me to dance and then….. 

MARGARET You always do this.  It’s almost as if.. 

LINDA What? 

MARGARET You have to…… take everything….  

LINDA That’s not fair.     

MARGARET Nothing’s fair Linda.    
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LINDA You know I want you to be happy.  You’ve had a shitty….. 

MARGARET Yeah go on rub it in! 

LINDA Right.   I’ll make it up to you.   See if I don’t.   Next Saturday night. 

PRESENT 

MARGARET She was a right cow.  Always harping on my past life and… 

MARY Perhaps she was trying to help.    

MARGARET Always had to be top dog.     

1964 

In the pub 

MARGARET Hello Joe. 

JOE Margaret.   You’re a bit early 

MARGARET I know.   Thought I’d settle my nerves with a sherry 

JOE Let me get you one 

MARGARET I’m not used to this sort of thing. 

JOE Never been on a blind date? 

MARGARET I don’t even know his name 

JOE He’s a mate of mine…Bernie 

MARGARET Right 

JOE Linda’s just finishing work.  

MARGARET Yeah she said.    

JOE You don’t need to worry about Bernie.   He’s a good lad. 

MARGARET I’m sure, it’s just…. 

JOE  A bit weird?   It’ll be good, you’ll see. 

MARGARET Joe. 

JOE Yeah? 

MARGARET You do know…..(puts her hand on his) 

JOE I’ll just get you that sherry 

MARGARET Joe wait.. 
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JOE Margaret,  Linda said you needed a bit of TLC 

MARGARET Linda said…..   Linda’s always saying…… I don’t give a stuff what Linda says. 

JOE I thought you were mates 

MARGARET We are.   But….  She always  gets what she wants.. 

JOE Look.   She told me… 

MARGARET I bet she did. 

JOE  I know you had a rough time of it what with your dad leaving…. 

MARGARET Go on yeah.    And my mum’s a right  sl…… 

JOE ……All right.   No offence. 

MARGARET  Yeah it’s been tough.   But so am I.   Now. 

JOE It’s five to.  He’ll be here in a minute. 

MARGARET I’m not staying 

JOE Wait.   You haven’t had your sherry. 

MARGARET Tell Linda I’ll see her later. 

JOE She’ll be upset 

MARGARET She’ll get over it. 

JOE What shall I tell Bernie?    

MARGARET You’ll think of something.  

JOE He’s a good bloke, Margaret. 

MARGARET I’m sure he is.   But if I can’t go out with y…….. Well….  I don’t want to go out 
with Bernie 

JOE I see. 

MARGARET I’d better go  (she waits) 

JOE (pause)   Listen, why don’t we have a drink some time. 

MARGARET Really? 

JOE Why not?   Friends? 

MARGARET What about Linda? 
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JOE She’ll get over it. 

MARGARET What will you tell her? 

JOE I’ll think of something. 

MARGARET All right.   That’s my address.   We haven’t got a phone. 

JOE Right.    See you then. 

MARGARET Yes.   I’ll see you.  

Margaret goes 

PRESENT 

MARY So  fancy him saying  he really wanted  to go out with you, all along 

MARGARET Just didn’t want to upset Linda, that’s all. 

MARY That was kind 

MARGARET Yes he was.   Then. 

1965 

Park  
(MARGARET has green dress on ) 
 
JOE  How long have you known? 

MARGARET Not long.   But I thought I’d better tell you 

JOE  Yes of course  

MARGARET What are you thinking? 

JOE  Well, I thought we was being careful 

MARGARET Yeah.   These things happen    

(Looks at him sideways, waiting) 

JOE  Better see what we can do about it. 

MARGARET (waiting) 

JOE  It’s gonna cost, but….. 

MARGARET Yeah it will be tight but we’ll manage 

JOE  We’ll get the money somehow 

MARGARET I’ve been feeling a bit sick… 

JOE  That’ll all be over soon, love 

MARGARET Yeah it’s only the first month or so 
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JOE  How far gone are you? 

MARGARET About 8 weeks.   

JOE  Not too far on then 

MARGARET Another 7 months yet.  

JOE  Yeah but we can’t wait that long 

MARGARET Well we gotta wait Joe.     

JOE  Eh? 

MARGARET Till it’s here 

JOE  What? 

MARGARET Nine months till a baby comes. 

JOE  Hang on 

MARGARET We’ll manage, Joe, together. 

JOE  No.  I meant……  

MARGARET What? 

JOE  Linda might know someone 

MARGARET Linda?  

JOE  Who can help us 

MARGARET We don’t need Linda’s help    

JOE  What’s your mum gonna say? 

MARGARET She won’t give a toss.  She’s always pissed.   

JOE  Well,   let me have a think….. 

MARGARET And I’m not going to some back-street abor… 

JOE  All right!!!  What you saying then? 

MARGARET I want it Joe.  I want the baby.    

JOE  You want the baby?   

MARGARET And I’ve seen a ring.  

JOE  You’ve seen a ring. 

MARGARET It’s quite small with little diamonds round the outside. 

JOE   

(covers head)  A baby and a ring. 

 

PRESENT 
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MARY He was as excited as you then. What a lovely proposal.    What happened to 

the ring? 

MARGARET I had to pawn it…… later. 

MARY   I don’t remember ever seeing it. 

MARGARET No well, you were too young. 

MARY  How did Linda take it?   She must have been upset 

MARGARET She was as jealous as hell.  She really lost it  when we told her. 

 

      1965 

 

A table in a café 

 

MARGARET We’ve got some news for you Lind. 

LINDA  Go on then! 

JOE  See what Mags is saying is… 

LINDA  Come on! 

MARGARET We’re getting married 

LINDA  What? 

JOE  Well you see it’s like this… 

MARGARET I’m expecting 

LINDA  (gapes    A beat) 

JOE  Linda.    I just want to say… 

MARGARET Look.    

 (Shows the ring) 

LINDA Well. …..   Married! I had no idea!  A baby! That is a  …. Surprise.     Yes a big 

surprise. 

JOE  Linda….. 

LINDA Congratulations!    My two best friends  getting hitched.   

JOE Er Linda… I…..  

LINDA What…….. amazing news.   You’re a couple of dark horses.   Hahaha.   

JOE   Linda ….. 

MARGARET We’ve set the date .   It’s the 3rd of March. 
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LINDA  3rd of March.   Well .   That’s quite soon.. 

JOE  Yeah I just wanted to let you know…. 

LINDA This calls for a bit of a celebration then.    Waiter!    Can we have ….. another 

pot of tea  please and, let’s push the boat out,   some scones, jam, butter ! !   

(She stands and raises her cup) 

JOE  Linda!..... 

LINDA  To Joe and Margaret!     

 

PRESENT 

MARY You mean she just threw the tray on the floor and stormed out?   She must 
have been so upset.   You said she had her eye on Joe.   It doesn’t excuse that 
behaviour though. 

 
MARGARET Joe was trying to get her to calm down but she wouldn’t listen.  Tea all over 

the shop.  Bits of china everywhere.   

MARY  Oh dear 

MARGARET The waiter asked her to leave. 

 

1965 

 

MARGARET holding baby.   Another in the cot beside her.   Sound of baby crying.  JOE holds 

another baby. 

 

JOE  Blimey Margaret.  You don’t do things by halves.    

MARGARET Oh we’ll manage, love.   Just look at them.  Their little fingers and toes. 

JOE  Yeah.  60 of them.    

MARGARET I’m going to call them Mary, Beatrice and Michael.  What do you think? 

(Silence) Joe? 

JOE  I’m a dad.   Can’t believe it.  Five of us to think of now.       

MARGARET I can’t wait to get them home.   In their own little cots  and blankets.  You’re 

going to have to go out and buy three dozen nappies!   And I’ll need a big 

pram!     

JOE  Yeah.   We’ll have to ask the Social for some cash for that lot. 
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MARGARET It’ll be all right 

JOE  What about your mum…. ? 

MARGARET Leave it out Joe. 

JOE  Yeah all right.    

MARGARET The hospital might know how you go about it.  Can you ask them? 

JOE  I will.   Get some rest now Mags.   I’ll ask the boss for a rise.  It’ll be sweet. 

MARGARET I am feeling weary now love.  Put them down in the cot.  I think I’ll have a rest 

before they need feeding again. 

JOE That’s it.  Have a sleep. 

(JOE puts babies in the cot.) 

      

PRESENT DAY 

MARGARET Lovely babies you were.    Hard work though.   Three of you.   See he never 

had any money.  It burned a hole in his pocket.       

Then things got   … difficult 

 

1965 

JOE  I shouldn’t ask you.   Under the circumstances 

LINDA  I must admit it was a shock but… 

JOE  Shock for me too. 

LINDA  I got over it.     

JOE  Didn’t mean to hurt you.     

LINDA  I got over it Joe.    I got Sean now. 

JOE  Not Morris. 

LINDA  Yeah  Sean Morris.   What of it? 

JOE  You always said he was bad news 

LINDA  He’s had his moments.   He’s on the straight and narrow now.   I think. 

JOE  You deserve better.  Be careful. 

LINDA  Sean and me will be all right. 

JOE  Lind, you know that this wasn’t what I wanted….. 

LINDA   I know.    (pause)  Anyway -- course  I’ll help you.   How much? 

JOE  I gotta get a pram – big enough for three. 
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LINDA My mate round the corner’s selling one second hand.   I’ll sort it for you.   She 

might have  the blankets to go with it.   And other things too.   

JOE You’re a diamond you know that. 

LINDA Yeah well.  Gotta be there for your mates.   Here’s a fiver for the nappies.  

Take it while I can.   They’re talking about redundancies.  

JOE Oh blimey 

LINDA  I might need to get another job.  So.   Go on. 

JOE  Thanks.  I appreciate it. 

LINDA  I’ll be here if you need me 

JOE  Cheers.   You’re a mate.. 

 

1967 

(JOE enters.   MARGARET is peeling some potatoes) 

JOE  Hello love.   I’m bushed.   Any chance of a cup of tea? 

MARGARET Where have you been? 

JOE What do you mean, love?  I’ve just got in from work so.. how about a cup of 
tea, eh? 

MARGARET I said: where have you been? 

JOE  What’s this?  The 64,000 dollar question? 

MARGARET I want to know.   Don’t beat about the bush. 

JOE  Look…I… 

MARGARET I went up the Dragon at lunch time. 

JOE What d’you go there for? 

MARGARET Brought your sandwich.    You didn’t take nothing to eat.   Using that  
machinery….   It’s not safe on an empty stomach. 

JOE  Checking up on me! 

MARGARET  I talked to some men who worked at the Electric.    

JOE  Yeah, well I know where this is going… 

MARGARET And guess what they said? 

JOE  Give us a clue 

MARGARET Well I couldn’t believe it 

JOE  Go on.   You’re dying to tell me. 

MARGARET Told me you’d been laid off!    
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JOE You had no business to…. 

MARGARET It is my business!!  You should’ve told me.  I’ve got no money  to feed the 
kids…...    I’ve been down the pawn shop 3 times this week.  Go on ask me 
what’s for tea 

 
JOE Margaret.   Will you calm down 

MARGARET It’s spuds.   If the gas meter’s not empty.  

JOE   (takes her by the arms )   

It’s not that easy girl..  I’ve been trying.  Really I have but  - there ain’t the 

work. 

MARGARET There is plenty of work in the papers.  I seen it.  if you turn up for it. They 

want people down the docks, builders,  the dye works…..  

JOE They’re laying off, not employing!  

MARGARET They didn’t want to tell me at the pub 

JOE What? 

MARGARET But I got it out of them.    Drunk as a skunk at 9 oclock in the morning.  

That’s what they said!!      

Snap to black 

 

     PRESENT DAY 

MARGARET Then he hit me.   Knocked me down.  I had a bruise for days. 

MARY  Oh mum.   You poor thing 

(She touches her face).   

He just went for me.  And it wasn’t the only time 

MARY  It’s over now.    

MARGARET I didn’t want you to know. 

MARY I remember.    I thought you’d fallen over.   

MARGARET Knocked me down. 

MARY I was only about four. 

MARGARET I knew he was carrying on with her 

MARY  Who? 

MARGARET Linda.    

MARY I thought she was your friend.    
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MARGARET She was always after him ..   Right from the off.   Behind my back. 

      1968 

      Pub 

LINDA  So there’s this bloke Sean knows.  He puts a lot of  ….. work my way now.  

Tell him you’ve talked to me 

JOE  She knows now ……. About losing the job.    

LINDA  Oh dear.   

JOE  I’d had a drink 

LINDA  Oh Joe.     

JOE  Well do you blame me? 

LINDA  No,  but drink.   She had enough of that at home. 

JOE  Things got a bit out of hand. 

LINDA  I told you to watch that temper.    

JOE  Not me Lind.    She went for me.   

LINDA  What do you mean? 

JOE  She came at me…….. with a saucepan. 

LINDA  Mags? 

JOE  I grabbed her hand and she ended up hitting herself in the face. 

LINDA  Oh no.   Was it bad? 

JOE  Big bruise but she didn’t want to see the doctor. 

LINDA  What about the kids? 

JOE  They’re all right.   They don’t know nothing.  

LINDA  What have you got yourself into, mate? 

JOE  She trapped me, you know she did. 

LINDA You were always easily trapped!   

JOE  I did what I thought was the right thing. 

LINDA  Yeah.   Good old Joe. 

JOE  Don’t know what I’d do without you.    Keep me sane 

LINDA  Yeah well.  We go back a long way.  

JOE  When I get free 

LINDA  You won’t.    Mags is my friend.  Whatever she’s like.  I can’t do it to her. 

JOE  But if it weren’t for the kids….. 
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LINDA  Earn yourself some cash and get back on your feet.   For your kids. 

JOE  Yeah all right. 

LINDA  And stay off the booze.   I know someone who can help you with work. 

JOE  All right all right. 

LINDA  shows him  a card 

JOE  One thing at a time.    What sort of work is it? 

LINDA  silence 

JOE  Right. 

LINDA  Well, I better get back.       

JOE  See you then. 

LINDA  Yes.   Take care though.  It might be ….. you know. 

JOE  You look after yourself too. 

PRESENT DAY 

MARY is showing   MARGARET photos.    

MARY You see here’s Beattie and her husband David. They’ve got 2 children now.    

Sam and Charlie. 

MARGARET Is that you? 

MARY  You remember they were over last weekend for lunch 

MARGARET Were they? 

MARY  Mum…….  Try and think.   And here’s our Emily on her first day at school.     

MARGARET  (takes the photo and smiles).   

Bless you.  You had lovely hair. 

MARY It’s Emily, mum.  Not me.   Here’s our Robert.   You remember, don’t you.  

You used to push him round the park in the pushchair.   Time flies. 

MARGARET (frowns) 

MARY He’s coming home from college at the weekend.   I’m going to make a frame 

for you with them all in.   And here’s Michael.  

MARGARET My father?   That waste of space? 

MARY  Your son 

MARGARET Oh yes 

MARY  And his children Stephanie  and Mark 

MARGARET I haven’t seen them for ages.    
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MARY (long pause) 

    They came round last night;  don’t you remember? 

MARGARET Oh…………….oh yes dear.  Of course they did.  

(Scratches her head in frustration).      

My memory.   It’s shocking. 

1969 

PAWNBROKER  A dress, eh? 

MARGARET  It’s Mary Quant   Paid a lot for it. 

PAWNBROKER   I can only give  you a few bob..   

MARGARET I’m going to need more than a few bob.   We haven’t had a proper 

meal for days.   Please. 

PAWNBROKER  Fifteen shillings. 

MARGARET What?   It’s worth at least two or three pounds.   It was almost four 

pounds ten when it was new. 

PAWNBROKER  But that was a while ago wasn’t it 

MARGARET  Please 

PAWNBROKER  One pound two and six  and that’s my final offer      

MARGARET  (gives him/her the dress and takes the money.  Exits) 

     PRESENT DAY 

MARY   So you pawned this dress? 

MARGARET  One pound two shillings and sixpence.  That’s all he gave me 

MARY   So when did you get it back again? 

MARGARET  She bought it back 

MARY   Linda? 

MARGARET  She saw it and wanted it for herself.   The cow!   

MARY   But …..  how come you’ve got it now? 

MARGARET  Oh I don’t know.   I can’t remember. 

 

     1969 

 

Man enters and looks around.   JOE appears. 

JOE (extends hand to shake it.) 



18 
 

MAN (ignores hand).  

You took your time. 

JOE  I’m only a few minutes late. 

MAN That ain’t good enough.    Anyway, you’ve got your instructions.  Here you 

are.   I  can’t hang about.    You’d better take this as well --  if things get 

dodgy. 

JOE   unwraps gun A shooter?   Both exit 

 
      PRESENT DAY 
 
MARGARET When’s my bus love? 

MARY  Mum, you don’t live in Greenview Avenue any more.   You’re living with us. 

MARGARET Oh yes.   He’ll want his dinner though so I’d better get going 

MARY  Mum, it’s all right.  It’s all in the past now.  You’re safe now. 

     1970 

( Lights come up on JOE and LINDA.)    

LINDA   Are you sure she’s not due back yet? 

JOE She’s gone shopping with the kids.   They won’t be back till 4.      

LINDA  Does she know anything? 

JOE  About what? 

LINDA  The work? Anything. 

JOE  What’s in the bag?  

LINDA  A dress 

JOE  It’s that green one.    

LINDA  Don’t tell her  it was me.   Say you bought it back    

JOE  You’re a saint, you know that don’t you.   Saint Linda 

(They laugh and don’t hear the door) 

LINDA  Nothing saintly about me Joe. 

MARGARET Joe!    I’ve left some spuds on the doorstep.   Gotta go and fetch the kids…… 

(enters and looks from one to another)    

What’s going on?  

LINDA  Hello Mags.    
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MARGARET (Sees dress) 

     What are you doing with my dress?  

LINDA  Yes, Joe was just telling me…… 

MARGARET You’ve got my dress.    

LINDA  He’s bought it back 

MARGARET For you 

LINDA  No for you 

MARGARET He’s got no cash.   How can he afford to…. 

JOE  I’ve got a job, Mags.  

MARGARET Since when?   What are you two up to?  

JOE  Nothing girl 

MARGARET Don’t girl me.   I understand all right.   I ain’t thick.   I know what’s been going 

on. 

JOE See, the thing is…. 

MARGARET You two are having an affair.   I knew it all along 

LINDA  Don’t be silly.   We’re friends.   Always have been 

MARGARET Get out.   Both of you. 

LINDA Calm down.   You don’t mean this 

MARGARET GET OUT!    

JOE Margaret, you don’t know what you’re saying! 

 

PRESENT DAY 

MARGARET Carrying on in broad daylight. 

MARY Mum I’m so sorry 

MARGARET Lucky you weren’t there.    

MARY So that’s why one minute he was there then he was gone.    

 

1971 

MARGARET (taking her coat and gloves off)    

Wait a minute.   I’m coming!      

(Lets policeman in)   

What’s the matter? 
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POLICEMAN Mrs Hunter.    Perhaps you’d like to sit down.  

MARGARET What’s the problem?  Has something happened? 

POLICEMAN Take it easy, Mrs Hunter. 

MARGARET What is it officer?  

POLICEMAN It’s about your husband 

MARGARET What? 

POLICEMAN Where is he?    

MARGARET I don’t see much of him – we’re – separated ..  Have been for a few months 

now.     It’s just me here with my three children.  I try not to have anything to 

do with him.    I’ve changed the locks. 

POLICEMAN Do you know a Mrs Linda Jackson? 

MARGARET Yes.   Why? 

POLICEMAN Is there any information you can give us about her? 

MARGARET What sort of information? 

(Policeman gets out notebook) 

POLICEMAN There’s been a shooting, Mrs Hunter.  

MARGARET A shooting?  Who is it? 

POLICEMAN Please tell us all you know about your husband and Mrs Jackson 

MARGARET What do you want to know?   

 

     PRESENT DAY 

MARY  You never told us what happened to him after he left that day. 

MARGARET Well he just cluttered off and that was an end to it. 

MARY He  never came round to see us again.   We did wonder what happened to 

him 

MARGARET I didn’t want to bother you about him  

MARY  But he was our dad.   We felt….. sad you know 

MARGARET You were better off without him. 

       1972 

Phone rings.  

MARGARET  Arnold 4159……..  Yes. ….  Margaret Hunter here. 

( Long pause).     
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What?   Yes, I’m still here.   When did he ….. die? 

Thank you.   Yes of course.    I’ll tell the children -- but it’s not going to be 

easy. 

 

     PRESENT DAY 

MARY  We’d got used to him being away so it was … well we accepted it. 

MARGARET I can’t think how it all happened    ……  I can’t remember. 

MARY  Don’t get upset.      Try not to think about it.   We’re fine, mum 

MARGARET My mind won’t work,  dear. 

MARY  Take this tablet mum.  You’ll feel better 

MARY  to herself 

 Why can’t she remember what happened to him?  I’ve heard some of this 

stuff so many times.    But when he left?  Nothing.    One minute she’s lucid.   

One minute she’s talking crap.  I don’t know which is which.  It might save her 

the hurt of remembering something bad but ……  

 

Spot on  JOE standing  

 

VOICE Joe Hunter.   The jury has found you guilty of  grievous bodily harm and 

manslaughter.    Your sentences will be served concurrently. 

Take him down. 

   PRESENT DAY 

Spots on Mary and Linda on the phone     

   

MARY  Hello? 

LINDA   Hello, er, you won’t remember me  

MARY  Who is this? 

LINDA   I wondered if I could talk to you. 

MARY  Is this a nuisance call? 

LINDA  No.   I was   …… am your mother’s friend.    

MARY  Who? 

LINDA I’ve been ….  away  for many years but wanted to catch up with her. 
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MARY How did you get my number 

LINDA It took a while but  well I was determined. 

MARY  Well, I’m not sure.  Her memory’s pretty unreliable 

LINDA  If you’re anxious it might upset her then…. 

MARY  What was your name again? 

LINDA  Linda.   Linda Jackson 

MARY  Linda Jackson.   Well well.    My mother’s told me about you 

LINDA  Oh.   Well that’s …. 

MARY  You’ve got a cheek 

LINDA  A cheek?  Sorry? 

MARY  She told me all about how you ruined her marriage … 

LINDA  Really?    

MARY  Yes the number of times she’s told me about what you did. 

LINDA  I see.    Well I suppose that’s not surprising.    

MARY  Look I really don’t want to … 

LINDA   I do have something important to tell her. 

MARY  I don’t think so. 

LINDA  I need to meet you.   Face to face.     We could…… 

MARY  Could what? 

LINDA  Put a few things straight 

MARY I’m not sure what you want.   It might upset her more.   After my father 

treating her so b…  How did you find me? 

LINDA  Through the records office.    

MARY  I really don’t think this is going to help.. 

LINDA  All right.  But I wanted to tell you this.  

MARY  What? 

LINDA  Joe did forgive her  

MARY  Forgive her? 

LINDA  Yes he forgave her.   In spite of… 

MARY  I’m sorry ? 

LINDA  In spite of what happened. 
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MARY He behaved appallingly.   And so did you.   I don’t know why I’m having this 

conversation. 

LINDA Life wasn’t easy.   Look I wanted to check on her.   I don’t have a long time 

to.. er ……… and wanted to make sure she knew...  

MARY I don’t follow. 

LINDA  …….she knew he didn’t hold it against her 

MARY For what? 

LINDA Well for what  happened.   But I’m sorry if …….    Silence           You don’t know 

do you? 

MARY Don’t know what? 

LINDA I think I’d better……….   This is the wrong time.   I’m sorry I phoned… 

MARY What are you saying? 

LINDA I shouldn’t have tried to contact you.   I just wanted her to feel …. To realise it 

wasn’t all her fault.    But now.    This is all wrong.    

MARY Silence  then  quietly    I think you’d better tell me.   Tell me everything.   

They sit at two chairs in a café. 

LINDA This is very difficult 

MARY It is.   I don’t know what you’re going to say.   I’m a bit frightened. 

LINDA There’s no need.  Please.    Is Margaret coming? 

MARY No.   She’s in day care.  She lives with me but …..I’m sorry.   Her memory …. 

Well.   Short term mostly, long term sometimes. 

LINDA  I’m sorry I didn’t realise.   

MARY  You weren’t to know 

LINDA   Well I found out she was still alive but…. 

MARY Look my mother  had a terrible life with her father running off and her 
mother becoming an alcoholic. 

 
LINDA I know and I always tried to help her… fit in. 
MARY She told me a different story 
LINDA This makes it much  harder then..     I understand why you reacted the way 

you did.. 
MARY My father was a waster. 
LINDA Not entirely.    He had a good heart.    But when they .. you came along… 
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MARY Good heart?    
LINDA They ran out of money 
MARY But he didn’t have to hit her 
LINDA What? 
MARY Did you know he hit her? 
LINDA Is that what she said? 
MARY Yes 
LINDA No.   No he didn’t 
MARY Will you please explain? 
LINDA Well.   Perhaps I should go.   This isn’t turning out the way I thought it would. 
MARY You’re here now.   I should hear it all. 
LINDA I’m so sorry.   I thought you knew the story. 
MARY Well I thought I knew.    
LINDA Your mum.   My friend.   Margaret.   She had a chip on her shoulder. 
MARY I’m not surprised. 
LINDA She needed someone steady.  She wanted Joe.    He tried very hard to be.  

Steady. 
MARY Look, either tell me what you came to say or just go. 
LINDA  What would you like me to do?    
MARY  Just tell me 
LINDA  I shouldn’t have got in touch but Joe…. 
MARY  Joe what? 
LINDA  Wanted to find her before he died.   To say …. 
MARY  That was years ago!  We were children. 
LINDA  He always regretted he couldn’t see you….. and her again.  
MARY  Surely that was his fault.  
LINDA  But she got his letters, surely? 
MARY  She’s never mentioned letters. 
LINDA  He wrote.   Often. 
MARY  I’ve never seen any.    
LINDA  That’s a pity. 
MARY   I’d like to find them.    
LINDA  It would explain a lot. 
MARY  My mother’s got dementia.  She won’t understand 
LINDA  Well then.   Maybe we shouldn’t ….. 
MARY  But I want to know.   What he forgives her for. 
LINDA  Do you? 
MARY  Yes. 
LINDA  Well he had some work.   Work which turned dodgy. 
MARY  Yes she said. 
LINDA  She found the gun at home. 
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MARY  What? 
LINDA  He wouldn’t use it you see.    
MARY  Is this the work you got him into? 
LINDA  You think I don’t feel guilty? 
MARY  What happened with the gun? 
LINDA  She found her way to the factory that night  
MARY  Factory? 
LINDA  She knew he was there.  She knew I was there.  She used the gun 
MARY  My mother fired a gun? 
LINDA  I’m sure she only meant to frighten him  
MARY  I can’t get my head round this…….    
LINDA  She was jealous.   She couldn’t help it.   She had begun to hate me.    
MARY  Wait.    
LINDA  But it wasn’t me.   It was someone else. 
MARY  My mother fired a gun? 
LINDA You see it wasn’t all her fault.  It was mine for involving him.  I was naïve.   I 

didn’t know it was illegal.   Course I found out the hard way….   But he 
needed the money for the family.  You.   The children. 

MARY  What happened that night?   I can’t take it in. 
LINDA She fired the gun.  At me.    But she hit someone else.  It was my husband.   

Sean.  He died. 
MARY  Oh my God 
LINDA  She dropped the gun and ran.  Joe took the rap 
MARY  A moment     That’s why he never came round to see us. 
LINDA  He was a decent man.  Just weak.  Like me really. 
MARY  From what she told me he was a monster. 
LINDA  There are always two stories.    
MARY  I suppose. 
LINDA  He died some years later.   In prison. 
MARY  She told us.. 
LINDA  But he made me promise…. 
MARY So you promised that you would contact my mother and tell her he forgave 

her. 
LINDA  I should have got in contact before but….  
MARY  Oh God.   
LINDA  He went to prison for what she did. 
Phone rings 
MARY Hello? ………..   Where?................   Is that all she’s wearing?    And  no shoes.   

My God she’ll be freezing.    I’ll be there as soon as I can.    Hangs up.   I need 
to go and get her.  She’s dancing.   In Sainsbury’s.   She’s wearing  the dress 
you know.   The one she spent all her wages on………    but you know that.      
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LINDA  A pause.        It was a lovely dress.    Will you tell her? 
MARY  Will she remember? 
LINDA  She’ll remember 
MARY  She has lost it, lost her mind you know, but….  
LINDA  She’ll remember. 
MARY  Linda.   Thank you.     For telling me the truth.      
LINDA  I won’t see you again. 
MARY  No I don’t think so. 
LINDA  But you might find the letters. 
MARY  I might.    
LINDA  Best go and get her then? 
MARY  Yes.  She’s still my mother.  Whatever she’s done. 
 
They stand stiffly.   Then a handshake and they’ve gone.    Light up on Margaret dancing in a 
spotlight.   Light fades. 
 
END 
 
PROPERTIES 
2 identical green dresses 
Clothes rail 
Sign: Mary Quant latest designs 
Sign (other side) Tonight: Dance to Episode Six  
Small table, 2 chairs  
Pint of beer 
Cloth on table for café 
3 cups and saucers 
Hospital crib and 2 “babies in blankets” plus one in crib 
Table, bowl, potato and peeler 
Aluminium saucepan 
Small card 
Photos of children (black and white) 
Pawnbroker’s sign 
Lamppost 
Gun wrapped in cloth 
 
This is a basic list but could be added to if required.   The minimum is to ensure pace 

ismaintained. 
 
Rosemary House 
fabrezan11200@gmail.com 

mailto:fabrezan11200@gmail.com
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